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forthcomin g general books 





Roman Imperial Money 
MICHAEL GRANT. Professor of Humanity, University: of 


Edinburgh. A book about Roman imperial coins for the general 
reader, avoiding technical terms as far as possible, but supplying 
a glossary to explain them when their use is unavoidable. 
80 Half-tones and 41 collotype plates. 50S 


Aspects of Miniature Painting 
TORBEN HOLCK COLDING. A sumptuous édition de luxe 


devoted to the development of the art of the miniature in 
Europe, particularly in England, France and Scandinavia. Over 
200 miniatures reproduced in half-tone. Buckram binding, 
with slip-case. £6 6s 


Galveston Island 
edited by WILLIS W. PRATT, Professor of English, University 


of Texas. The recently discovered journal of Francis Sheridan, 
a young Englishman who visited Texas in the year 1839— 
an observant and sprightly narrative. 18s 


Barnaby Rich 


THOMAS M. CRANFILL and DOROTHY H. BRUCE. 
The biography of a soldier, sea captain, freebooter, courtier, 
reformer and informer, whose autobiographical writings held 
the interest of Queen Elizabeth and William Shakespeare. 158 


Renaissance Dictionaries 
DE WITT T. STARNES. This study shows how the first 


English-Latin dictionaries were based on early Latin word- 
books for schoolboys, and reveals also how much modern 
lexigraphers owe to these persevering, but sometimes naive 
pioneers, 358 


NELSON 



































WI) HAN RR ALP 


Our Prisons Revealed! 


TRAMP 
at ANCHOR 


JIM PHELAN 
(author of The Underworld) 

“A factual and credible picture of 
modern prison life seen from the 
inside.”.—Manchester Evening News. 
“Absorbing, remarkable.”-—Daily Dis- 
patch. “* Disturbing.” —News Chronicle. 
“The authentic touch.”—The Sphere. 

12/6 


CANADA: 
Nation on the March 


These lectures on the contemporary 
Canadian scene form the most complete 
presentation of facts on the subject 
yet made. Illustrated. 18/- 


WORLD UNDER 
THE SEA 
FRANK STUART 
(author of Wild Wings, etc.) 


The life of an Arctic harp-seal. Told 
as an adventure story in natural history. 
(Ready shortly) Illustrated. 12/6 





TWO NOVELS 


INDIAN INK 


H. E. BEAL’S study of an Indian _— 
“A pleasant, original work.”—E, M. 
Forster. *Enchanting."—L. A. G. 
Strong, Spectator. “Altogether an 
admirable novel.”—Howard Spring, 

Country Life. 11/6 





THE BETRAYERS 


RUTH CHATTERTON’S new novel. 
She again writes on a theme of social 
significance. Homeward Borne, her 
previous work, is now in its 20th 
thousand. (Ready May 24) 12/6 


HARRAP + High Holborn + London 
ANNI AATTT 
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JUNE 


CHATEAUX 
OF THE 
LOIRE 


VIVIAN ROWE 


A superbly illustrated book on 
the magnificent palaces of kings, 
queens and knaves. The chap- 
ters lead on from chateau to 
chateau, describing them and 
the fabulous tales connected 
with them. There are brief notes 
on the surrounding countryside, 
the vineyards and their wines. 
Demy 8vo. Illustrated 18s. 


RECENT BOOKS 


QUEEN SALOTE 
AND HER KINGDOM 


SIR HARRY LUKE 


Describes the island kingdom 
of Tonga with its romantic 
history and gives a striking 
portrait of its queen. Many 
photographs, including some 
of the recent Royal visit. 

Demy 8vo. Illustrated 9s. 6d. 


THE ANSWERS 


OF ERNST von SALOMON 
Book Society's recommendation 
**It is a window into that dark, 
sinister, skeleton-laden cup- 
board—the German mind—its 
success should be a warning to 
us.” H.R. Trevor-Roper in the 

SUNDAY TIMES. 


Demy 8vo. S60 pages 35s. 


PUTNAM 












































SOUND BIDDING AT 


CONTRACT 


By G. C. H. Fox 


This is a book on bidding, giving an admirably 
clear and logical exposition of the fundamental 
principles of approach bidding, and not expoun- 
ding any particular system. The author is a 
leading tournament player in this country, and 
a teacher of considerable experience. 

10s.6d. net 


EDWARD ARNOLD 
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An illustrated monthly reporting on 
British life, thought and recreation 
specially for the overseas reader 


BRITAIN TODAY 


For a real understanding of Britain and the British there is no 
magazine better than Britain Today. Informed, lively, unbiassed, 
candid—up-to-date, well illustrated—it tells the overseas reader 
what he wants to know about its people, about their customs, daily 
work and play, their literature and art, their crowded cities and 
lovely countryside. 


Annual Subscription - - 19/- per year 


post free to anywhere in the world 


65 DAVIES STREET, LONDON, W.1, ENGLAND 
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Just published 


Government and Parliament 
A Survey from the Inside 
by Herbert Morrison, C.H., M.P. 


A comprehensive and objective study of the machinery of 
government in Britain. 
21s. net 


Oil in the Middle East 


Its Discovery and Development 
by Stephen Hemsley Longrigg 


Brigadier Longrigg, who has been connected with the countries 
of the Middle East for nearly forty years, makes in this book a 
detailed survey for the student of Middle Eastern problems. 

26s. net 


To be published 13 May 


Freedom, Loyalty, Dissent 
by Henry Steele Commager 


Mr. Adlai Stevenson writes: 

‘I think Mr. Commager has done a monumental service to 
the faith in freedom, loyalty and dissent in these trying and 
confusing times ’. 

8s.6d. net 


To be published shortly 
The Mind of Man 


by Gilbert Highet 


A statement of the liberal beliefs of a classical scholar. 
16s, net 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 



































Supplements to 


BRITISH BOOK NEWS 


No. 50 


W. B. YEATS 
by G. S. FRASER 


This series on WRITERS AND THEIR WORK, classics 
and contemporaries—described as “admirable” by The 
Times Literary Supplement—achieves its 50th monthly issue 
with a distinguished essay by G. S. Fraser: a young poet's 
assessment of the living influence of a great writer. 


The essays are obtainable from booksellers, separately at 
2s. net each, or by subscription at £1 for a year (12 issues), 
post free. A prospectus giving full details of the 49 titles 
already published and listing forthcoming titles, may be 
obtained from The British Council, Publications Department, 
65, Davies Street, London, W.1. 


* 


Published for THE BRITISH COUNCIL by 
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A Critical Dictionary 
of Composers and 


their music 
PERCY M. YOUNG, M.A., Mus.D. 


This work represents a welcome 
expansion of the general conventions 
of musical lexicography. It is a guide 
not only to the biographies of some 
500 composers but also to the 
essentials of their various styles. 
Each biography is followed by a 
brief bibliography and by a number 
of works selected for performance 
and study. 

Demy 8vo. 30s. net 


The Pink House 


in Angel Street 
REGINALD THOMPSON 


. . he has an extraordinary 
innocence of vision, and records 
things about his own emotions and 
the exterior world which are new and 


true ...’. Sunday Times. 


*... Writes movingly and well, with 
a sustained rhythm that is rare, and 
this astonishingly personal book, so 
romantic in flavour, owes everything 
to the delicacy of his touch. Sphere. 
Demy 8vo. 15s. net 


‘ 


Devilman’s Jungle 
GUSTAF BOLINDER 


This book is a popular exposition 
of the cult rites of the African secret 
societies. The author is a well- 
known Swedish anthropologist who 
knows his subject well and en- 
deavours to explain the sensational 
without too much sensationalism. 
Demy 8vo. Illustrated 15s. net 
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Shakespeare 
Survey 7 
The main theme of this inter- 
national annual for scholars and 
playgoers is Shakespeare’s style 
and language. 18s. net 


A. N. Whitehead 
An Anthology 


F. S.C. NORTHROP 
&M. W. GROSS 
A comprehensive selection from 
the principal writings of one of 
the most distinguished twentieth- 
century thinkers. 75s. net 


Cavour & 
Garibaldi, 1860 
D. MACK SMITH 
A detailed account of the decisive 
months in the struggle for the 
unification of Italy, offered as a 
study in revolutionary politics in 
a civil war. 45s. net 


Migration and 
Economic Growth 


BRINLEY THOMAS 


A study of the growth of the 
Atlantic economy in the past 
century, which is seen as a series 
of alternate waves of migration 
and foreign lending. 42s. net 


CAMBRIDGE 
UNIVERSITY PRESS 























** Men and Books” 


A series of literary biographies, unique in scope and 
treatment, providing admirable introductions to great 
English writers and their works. 


The books now available or in active preparation are:— 


CHAUCER 
D. S. Brewer 


ROBERT BROWNING 
J. M. Cohen 


SIR WALTER RALEIGH 
Philip Edwards 


CHRISTOPHER MARLOWE 
Philip Henderson 


EDWARD GIBBON 
Michael Joyce 

G. BERNARD SHAW 
A. C. Ward 


JOSEPH CONRAD 
Oliver Warner 


DANIEL DEFOE 
Francis Watson 
Coming shortly 
THOMAS HARDY 
Douglas Brown 
JOHN DONNE 
K. W. Gransden 


Illustrated 10/6 net each 
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THE EVOLUTION OF 
ENGLISH DETECTIVE FICTION’ 
A. C. WARD 


UNDER various descriptive names—detective stories, thrillers, mysteries, 
and (in adopted American slang) ‘who-dun-its’—novels and shorter tales of 
crime and detection have drawn into their web every class of British reader 
as no other works of fiction have since Dickens's. While the popular and 
lasting success of Dickens can be attributed to the universal appetite for 
humour and sentiment, the vogue of detective fiction is sometimes ascribed 
by moralists and sociologists to less amiable impulses. The psychological 
basis of the vogue is a study-problem for mental scientists; here it is only 
necessary to recall that the crime-and-retribution motive has been persistent 
in literature from earliest times: in Greek tragedy, in myths and legends 
everywhere, in medieval ballads, in Elizabethan and later tragedies of blood 
and revenge, in English eighteenth-century novels of terror, in nineteenth- 
century convict novels and plays, and also in such Victorian poems as 
Tennyson’s Eugene Aram and Browning’s The Ring and the Book. 

The fascination of crime is perpetual, especially in its extreme form as 
murder. What has changed, however, is man’s conception of the medium 
of retribution. Whereas in earlier times mortal punishment for capital crime 
was assumed to be ultimately the prerogative of the gods, or of God, and 
therefore certain and inescapable, the decay of faith has since fostered the 
notion that wrongdoers are not inevitably subject to supernatural vengeance. 
When that opinion is held, murder represents the beginning of a contest 





1The noteworthy contemporary writers of detective fiction are many and prolific. A compre- 
hensive bare list of their names and works would fill more than the whole space available for 
the present article, which is therefore confined, without prejudice, to those authors who have 
in some way advanced the detective story; and for the most part no more than a single characteristic 
work by each is mentioned. 
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of wits between the criminal and the police—usually aided in fiction by a 
quicker-witted private detective—a contest in which the issue is still the 
greatest and gravest of all, life or death. A few writers have endeavoured to 
direct the detective story into the old path of classical tragedy, where crime 
was sin and death the divinely-ordered wages of sin; but readers have 
largely minimised this endeavour and continue to attend more to the 
solving of a puzzle than to any spiritual implication. 

As a mental exercise detective fiction shares its popularity with the cross- 
word puzzle and calls upon similar faculties. As a literary genre it has the 
peculiar distinction of an audience composed of all sorts and conditions— 
statesmen and bishops, savants and sportsmen, clerks and cooks, housewives 
and career women, men of letters and manual labourers—at a time when 
‘serious’ novelists have abandoned the primary fictional art of telling a story 
and have embraced, instead, a variety of non-recreational interests. The 
human need of entertainment as a counterbalance in modern life is contemned 
by the serious novelists as ‘escapism’ to which they will not truckle, and 
detective stories fill a vacuum by providing reading matter which is at once 
recreational and mentally activating. 

Customarily, an American, Edgar Allan Poe (1809-49), is named as the 
originator of the detective story, and few recent writers of this kind of 
fiction are likely to have overlooked The Mystery of Marie Roget, The Murders 
in the Rue Morgue, and The Purloined Letter among Poe’s Tales of Mystery 
and Imagination (Oxford University Press, Dent, Nelson, Collins, 4s.-6s.). 
But though his influence is not to be underestimated he had no early followers, 
and Wilkie Collins (1824-89) can have been little if at all indebted to Poe 
when he wrote in 1868 The Moonstone (O.U.P., Nelson, Collins, 4s.-ss.), 
a full-length mystery novel with Sergeant Cuff as the first detective in 
English fiction. 

Poe and Collins are isolated figures, however, and detective fiction can 
scarcely be said to have begun its evolution until 1891, when the first of the 
Sherlock Holmes short stories appeared in the Strand Magazine. Arthur 
Conan Doyle (1859-1930) had launched Holmes in a longer story, A Study 
in Scarlet, published in Beeton’s Christmas Annual for 1887, but it stirred no 
unusual interest. In the Strand Magazine, on the other hand, Sherlock Holmes 
was at once received with enthusiasm, and many other stories by the same 
author about the same detective and his friend and confidant, Dr. Watson, 
followed. They became a mainstay of the magazine year after year. Conan 
Doyle grew tired of them in 1893 and killed Holmes; but public demand led 
to his resuscitation and it was not until 1927 that the final volume of his 
cases was issued. Sherlock Holmes’s surprisingly accurate deductions were 
a product of the abnormally acute powers of observation with which his 
author-creator endowed him, and they were made to seem doubly remarkable 
when viewed through the wondering eyes of the enchantingly naive 
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and obtuse Watson. Conan Doyle’s triumph was less in the excitement and 
ingenuity of the stories than in his adding an immortal to the gallery of 
English fictional characters. Every aspect of Sherlock Holmes’s personality, 
every nook and cranny of his fictional chambers at 2218 Baker Street, have 
become subjects of half-playful study by scholars and laymen in America 
as well as in Britain, and biographical sketches of both Holmes and his 
friend have been constructed from clues, some so minute as to be all but 
invisible, which these investigators have garnered from Conan Doyle’s pages. 
The latest work of this kind, Holmes and Watson (1953, O.U.P., 10s.6d.), a 
collection of essays and other pieces, is by one of the most learned admirers, 
S. C. Roberts, Master of Pembroke College, Cambridge. All the original 
Sherlock Holmes tales are available in two volumes, Complete Long Stories 
and Complete Short Stories (1952 and 1953 reprints, Murray, 16s. and 18s. 
respectively), while a representative choice of the best is in The World’s 
Classics series (1951, O.U.P., 5s.). 

Despite their unique popularity with every class of reader, Conan Doyle’s 
stories did not start an immediate literary fashion. Detective fiction continued 
for some years to be regarded as a fascinating but illegitimate distant relative 
of ‘real’ literature, a judgment fortified in those who shared it by the prodigal 
talent of Edgar Wallace (1875-1932), a journalist and horse-racing enthusiast 
whose output as a mystery novelist made him seem more a fiction factory 
than a single author. He knew a great deal about police procedure and the 
ways of Scotland Yard; he had a touch of genius in the creation of suspense; 
and he had no literary conscience at all in the piling of improbability upon 
improbability. Towards the end of his life, after the long run, beginning in 
1926, of his crime play The Ringer (1952 reprint, Hodder, 6s.; 1929, Samuel 
French, 4s.), intellectualists joined the host of his less sophisticated admirers 
and recognised behind the hasty contriver of popular fiction a writer 
possessing uncommon inventive ability and a sense of style only partially 
crippled by his reckless fecundity. The justice of his publishers’ slogan ‘It 
is impossible not to be thrilled by Edgar Wallace’ can be tested by reference 
to almost any one of his innumerable detective novels, and of those now 
in print, The Clue of the New Pin (1954 reprint, Hodder, 2s.) is as good a test 
piece as any. 

While Edgar Wallace was in mid-career and not yet heeded by selective 
readers, the crime novel suddenly attained a degree of literary respectability, 
beyond any that Conan Doyle’s stories had by that time been accorded, 
with the publication in 1913 of Trent’s Last Case by E. C. Bentley (1952 
reprint, Nelson, 4s.; 1954 reprint, Penguin, 2s.). Bentley, one of the G. K. 
Chesterton and Hilaire Belloc circle, was then little known to the public at 
large, and he did not follow up his detective novel until many years later 
and then with two books of inferior interest. Trent’s Last Case was not only 
a first-rate detective story, it was also a first-rate novel and it can be credited 


B 249 











with having established that no unbridgeable gulf yawned between good 
literature and novels of crime and detection. 

In the pre-Bentley era everything in detective novels was subsidiary to 
the element of mystification—the puzzle and its solution—for the stature 
of Sherlock Holmes as an immortal must be attributed to a miracle rather 
than to the normal exercise of Conan Doyle’s talent. In the post-Bentley 
era emphasis came to be laid more and more upon other factors than simple 
mystification—upon good writing (i.e. literary quality), the conscious study 
of human character, psychological interest, science, scholarship, humour. 

Simultaneously with Bentley’s experiment, G. K. Chesterton, deploring 
the lure of crime, produced detective short stories which administered a 
moral and spiritual antidote by stressing that crime is sin and sin damnation. 
In Chesterton’s Father Brown stories the unraveller of mysteries is a Catholic 
priest (The Father Brown Stories (omnibus volume), 6th edition 1953, Cassell, 
17s.6d.). 

Science in the form of forensic medicine brought a new field of interest 
into R. Austin Freeman’s stories (The Famous Cases of Dr. Thorndyke 
(omnibus vol.) and Dr. Thorndyke’s Case Book, 1929, Hodder); H. C. Bailey 
gave the detection of crime a P. G. Wodehouse touch in his Reggie Fortune 
books (1936, Mr. Fortune’s Case Book (omnibus vol.), Methuen); A. E. W. 
Mason interspersed his straight novels with several excellent mysteries 
introducing a French detective, Hanaud (Inspector Hanaud’s Investigations 
(omnibus vol.), 1954 reprint, Hodder, 18s.). 

The intellectualisation of the detective novel was carried further by 
J. J. Connington (The Omnibus J. J. Connington, 1930, Gollancz), and several 
steps further still by Michael Innes, the pen-name of Professor J. I. M. 
Stewart, an Oxford scholar, in whose fiction the fundamental brain-work 
at times commits the reader to an exacting term of mental hard labour 
(Hamlet, Revenge!, 1952 reprint, Gollancz, 8s.6d.). 

No other development of the crime story has been so surprising as the 
hold it has taken upon women writers, particularly upon university women, 
though the chief among them is not an academic. The fifty or more detective 
novels of Agatha Christie constitute one of the most remarkable feats in the 
contemporary literature of entertainment. Their sustained inventiveness and 
resource, their unflagging freshness as novel follows novel, and their 
respectworthy unpretentiousness place Agatha Christie among the masters 
of the kind. Her Belgian detective, Hercule Poirot, is second to none but 
Sherlock Holmes as a character in his own right; and though she has 
occasionally stretched credibility far in reaching the solution of a problem, 
she rarely leaves her readers with less than a sense of having been intelligently 
rewarded for their time and attention. Among the brilliant surprises in 
which her stories abound, that in The Murder of Roger Ackroyd (1952 reprint, 
Collins, 6s.; 1948, Penguin, 2s.) is the most original. 
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Dorothy Sayers combines the religious sense of a G. K. Chesterton, the 
humour of an H. C. Bailey, and the intellectualism of a Michael Innes, 
though her Lord Peter Wimsey tended to grow a little tiresomely facetious 
and quotation-ridden in the last books before his creator forsook detective 
fiction for more austere kinds of writing. Some of the most absorbing 
mystery novels have been those in which the characters are set in a professional 
environment: e.g. the advertising agency in Dorothy Sayers’ Murder Must 
Advertise (1951 reprint, Gollancz, ss.), and the publishing house in Margery 
Allingham’s Flowers for the Judge (1954 reprint, Heinemann, 8s.6d.). Other 
skilful women writers of detective fiction include Ngaio Marsh (Died in 
the Wool, 1948, Collins; 1954 reprint, Pan Books, 2s.), Gladys Mitchell 
(Tom Brown’s Body, 1949, Michael Joseph; 1953, Penguin, 2s.), Mary Fitt 
—the pen-name of Dr. Kathleen Freeman, classical scholar—(Death and 
Mary Dazill, 1941, Michael Joseph), and Josephine Tey, pen-name of 
Elizabeth Mackintosh (The Franchise Affair, 1950 reprint, Peter Davies, §s.; 
1954, Penguin, 2s.), whose untimely death closed a remarkable career in 
which, as Gordon Daviot, she had been an esteemed playwright before 
achieving a new high reputation with her few but excellent detective novels. 

Though it was in the short-story form that the crime-and-detection motive 
had its earliest triumphs, the waning of the short story’s popularity has 
caused the detective novel to oust its rival. Evening newspapers have printed 
many written-to-order detective tales in recent years, but the space allowed 
to the authors has been inadequate to produce anything memorable. 

The success of The Ringer (mentioned above) and Edgar Wallace’s other 
crime plays encouraged many to follow his lead, but few have mastered the 
medium. Apart from isolated pieces by occasional authors, only Agatha 
Christie has written stage ‘thrillers’ which are also good examples of dramatic 
craftsmanship—well constructed, credible, and with characters interesting in 
themselves as men and women. She began unsurely, and there have been 
lapses more recently, but The Hollow (1952, Samuel French, ss.), based upon 
her novel with the same title (reprinting 1955, Collins), showed a remarkable 
stage-sense and impressive characterisation; and while the current Witness 
for the Prosecution has an excess of false trails, it captures the audience’s 
attention in the first moments and the tension of suspense never weakens. 


Mr. A, C. Ward, whose writings include Twentieth-Century Literature 1901-1940 (last re- 
printed in 1953), is also the author of other books on literature and on painting. He wrote the 
pamphlet on Bernard Shaw in the Bibliographical Supplements to British Book News, and later a 
full study of Shaw in Longmans’ ‘Men and Books’ series. He has edited several volumes in The 
World’s Classics series and is at present engaged upon a three-volume History of English 
Literature (illustrated from contemporary sources), the first volume of which was published in 
1953; the second volume (Ben Jonson to Samuel Johnson) will be ready in the coming autumn. 
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THE BOOKS REVIEWED in the following pages have been selected for their 
merit with the collaboration of: 
Aslib (Association of Special Libraries and Information Bureaux) 
British Council Medical Library 
British Drama League 
British Library of Political and Economic Science (London School of Economics) 
Commonwealth National Library (Canberra, Australia) 
Institute of Advanced Legal Studies (University of London) 
Library Association 
National Library Service (Wellington, New Zealand) 
Public Library of Toronto (Canada) 
Royal Empire Society 
Royal Geographical Society 
Royal Institute of British Architects 
Royal Institute of International Affairs 
Royal United Service Institution 
South African Public Library (Cape Town, South Africa) 
Victoria and Albert Museum 
and many individual specialists. 


THE CLASSIFICATION follows the Standard (15th) Edition, revised, of the Dewey 
Decimal Classification, and the Dewey number is given in brackets at the end of 
each entry. In the Literature Section an A after the Dewey number indicates Australia, 
C Canada, NZ New Zealand and SA South Africa. 


THE PRICES QUOTED in this list are subject to alteration. All publishers are 
London firms except where otherwise stated. 


ORDERS FOR BOOKS should be placed with a local bookseller or (if this is not 
feasible) may be sent, with a remittance, addressed to the National Book League, 
7 Albemarle Street, London, W.1, who will forward them to a bookseller in Britain. 


UNESCO BOOK COUPONS can be used for the purchase of British books and 


periodicals in many countries in which there are currency difficulties. 


INFORMATION ABOUT BOOKS (and periodicals) on all subjects, and biblio- 
graphical guidance, may be obtained from the nearest office of the British Council 
(which maintains libraries in most countries) and whenever necessary such enquiries 
will be referred to the appropriate department of the Council in London, which is in 
consultation with the foremost British authorities in all fields of knowledge. 
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REVIEWS 


A SELECTION OF RECOMMENDED BOOKS 
*& New periodicals of note are also included 





GENERAL WORKS 
Bibliographies 
THE TRIPLE STREAM. Four Centuries of English, French and German 
Literature, 1531-1930. Antony Brett-James. Bowes & Bowes (Cambridge), 173.6d. 
1954. 224 cm. 188 pages. Indexes. 
A useful reference book which provides a tabulation of the literature of Great 
Britain, France and Germany, the last two including the literature of Belgium, 
Austria and Switzerland. The tables are chronological and parallel, so that the more 
important books published annually in each country during the period, as well as 
authors’ dates (birth and death), are listed side by side. No attempt has been made to 
include every writer of any importance nor every work of the authors who are 
mentioned, but the list contains over three thousand books and eight hundred 
writers. Several indexes are given, providing quick reference to the dates of all 
books and authors. (016-8) 


MODERN EUROPEAN HISTORY, 1494-1788. A Select Bibliography. 
George Philip & Son for the Historical Association, 2s.6d. 1954. 184 cm. 32 pages. 
Paper covers. (Helps for Students of History, No. $5) 


This bibliography does not claim to be a full survey of the secondary sources 
covering the period, but it very usefully introduces the student to some of the best 
works available, preference being given to works by English authors or foreign works 
of which English translations exist. In each section a good introductory work is 
suggested followed by references to more detailed and special studies. (016-9402) 


Children’s Books 


ENGLISH CHILDREN’S BOOKS 1600 to 1900. Percy Muir. Batsford, 

428. 1954. 254 cm. 256 pages. 109 illustrations (9 in colour). Bibliography. Index. 
This is the most important study of the subject since F. J. Harvey Darton, Children’s 
Books in England (1932) and although it does not supersede Darton’s work it forms a 
very necessary supplement. As Mr. Muir is one of our leading bibliophiles, and 
a President of Honour of the International League of Antiquarian Booksellers, it 
is natural that his book should have a bibliographical structure, for which librarians, 
booksellers and collectors will be duly grateful; it cannot fail to become at once a 
standard work of reference. But the lover of children’s books, and the student of 
English literature and publishing, will find it as entertaining as it is informative, for 
Mr. Muir writes with a lively enthusiasm and his critical judgments are discerning. 
The numerous illustrations are so good that they constitute something like a pictorial 
history of the subject. (028-5) 


Journalism 
THE NEWSPAPER PRESS DIRECTORY AND ADVERTISERS’ 
GUIDE, 1954. Benn, 42s. 1954. 29}. cm. 768 pages. Tables. Indexes. 


The Directory, carefully revised, includes sections on the newspaper press; periodicals, 
general and specialised, trade and technical; house magazines of the United Kingdom; 











directories, annuals, year books; trade services and organisations; press and kindred 
organisations; British Dominion and Colonial and foreign press; and distributors of 
foreign publications. Each entry gives date of establishment, price, date of publication, 
publisher and address, page rate and type area and a short note of particular subjects 
treated by the organ concerned. The Directory now includes information about the 
basic advertisement rates of the principal Dominion and Colonial publications in 
addition to the usual similar data supplied for home publications. (070-58) 


PHILOSOPHY [AND PSYCHOLOGY] 


AGGRESSION AND ITS INTERPRETATION. Lydia Jackson. Methuen, 
218. 1954. 20} cm. 238 pages. 12 illustrations. 7 tables. Bibliography. Index. 
Dr. Jackson’s study is based on records of her work in English child guidance clinics, 
supplemented by projection tests given to children in normal and approved schools. 
The main theme is the familiar one that destructive aggression results from unsatis- 
factory family relationships, especially lack of affection. But Dr. Jackson has also 
tried, though without very clear-cut results, to discriminate between the family 
attitudes of neurotics and delinquents; this attempt has some suggestive value and 
bears on an important problem. The work will interest child guidance workers 
and teachers who are ready to accept current psychological interpretations of 
behaviour problems. (136-7) 


THE COSMIC FRAGMENTS. Heraclitus. Edited and translated from the 
Greek with an introduction and commentary by G. S. Kirk. Cambridge University 
Press, 50s. 1954. 244 cm. 440 pages. Indexes. 

This excellently produced edition of the great pre-Socratic thinker is likely to remain 

the standard work for several generations. Mr. Kirk shows himself to be a scholar 

in the great tradition of English classical studies. He confines his attention to the 

‘cosmic’ as opposed to the ‘anthropocentric’ fragments, and it is gratifying to learn 

that he hopes in due course to complete his task with an additional volume. After 

a biographical reconstruction and a detailed survey of the original sources, he 

elucidates each fragment in an order determined by its subject-matter. Every 


library should possess this book. (182) 


SOCRATIC DIALOGUES. Containing the Euthyphro, the Apology, the Crito, 
the Phaedo and the Gorgias. Plato. Translated from the Greek and edited by 
W. D. Woodhead. Introduction by G. C. Field. Nelson, 10s.6d. 1954. 184 cm. 
340 pages. Biographical note. Bibliography. Index. (Nelson’s Philosophical Texts) 

While this new translation by the Professor of Classics in McGill University, 

Montreal, is based upon the best renderings of the past, it has a refreshing vigour of 

its own, and it is written in the language of our day. The text is not overburdened 

with notes, but we are carefully helped over difficult passages with a few lines of 

explanation. There is a clear and illuminating introduction by Professor G. C. 

Field, who summarises the theories concerning the origin and purpose of the 

dialogues and the extent to which they are thought to represent the personal views 


of Plato himself. (184) 


THE PHILOSOPHY OF SANTAYANA. Selections from all the works 
of George Santayana. Edited with a new preface and an introductory essay by 
Irwin Edman. 2nd edition, enlarged. Constable, 45s. 1954. 22 cm. 968 pages. 

This selection from the work of the late George Santayana reveals, in both its limpid 

style and the assured but essentially undogmatic approach to the traditional subjects 
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of philosophical enquiry—religion, morals, aesthetics etc.—one of, the, great 
exemplars of broad and humane scholarship. For Santayana, philosopliy\was neither 


mere ratiocination nor an adjunct to scientific investigation byt rather ‘the steady” 
contemplation of all things in their order and worth’—a view~which leads to”. 


stimulating conclusions in his discussion of metaphysics and the Analysis of reason. 
The inclusion of autobiographical material, and discreet editing throughout, make 
this volume a suitably comprehensive guide to one of the outttatiding thinkers of 
our time. (191) 


RELIGION 


THE WESTERN DILEMMA. Alan Gordon Smith. Longmans, 113.6d. 1954. 
19 cm. 194 pages. Index. 


This attack upon scientific materialism and irrationalism is delivered with considerable 
force and trenchancy. Writing as a Catholic, Mr. Gordon Smith lays emphasis 
upon the fact that religious faith must be based upon reason, and that the ‘flight 
from reason’ has been as dangerous for religion as it has been for science. His book 
demands no previous philosophical training, and it is wholly free from academic 
stiffness and solemnity. His argument represents a challenge to those who, while 
claiming to base their outlook on physical science, ignore the absurdities to which 
a denial of absolute values must lead. (215) 


THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN. Its Criticism and 
Interpretation. R. A. Edwards. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 12s.6d. 1954. 22$ cm. 
224 pages. 

Canon Edwards defends the view that the Fourth Gospel was written by St. John 

the Apostle from Aramaic notes of what he saw and heard, and contends that what 

we have in this gospel is not a spiritual meditation but an unvarnished narrative of 
events. St. John’s purpose was to convince his readers of the Messiahship of Jesus and 
to recall the Church to its origins. While the author underestimates the difficulties 
of the argument which he so skilfully advances, he presents us, nevertheless, with 
an arresting picture of the life and ministry of Jesus. (226-5) 


A COMMENTARY ON I MACCABEES. J. C. Dancy. Blackwell (Oxford), 
18s. 1954. 22$cm. 214 pages. 2 maps. Chronologies. Sources. Bibliography. 
(Blackwetl’s Theological Texts) 

In producing this admirable historical commentary the Headmaster of Lancing 

College had in mind primarily the needs of students of theology at Oxford, bur as 

no comparable work in English has appeared since 1897 his book will be found 

useful by a much wider public. After introductory chapters on I and Il Maccabees 
and other historical sources, as well as a general survey of the period, there are fairly 
full notes on the Revised Version text of I Maccabees. Cognisance is taken of modern 
discussions of the literary and historical problems of the book, and particularly 
important are the references to the evidence afforded by numismatics. (229) 


JESUS AND THE FUTURE. An Examination of the Criticism of the 
Eschatological Discourse, Mark 13, with special reference to the Little Apocalypse 
Theory. G. R. Beasley-Murray. Macmillan, 25s. 1954. 224 cm. 300 pages. Biblio- 
graphy. Index. 

This scholarly work is an attempt to examine afresh the crucial literary and 

theological questions raised by the thirteenth chapter of St. Mark’s Gospel which 
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prophesies the second coming of Jesus in connection with the fall of Jerusalem. 
The prediction has not been fulfilled and commentators have been inclined to the 
view that in this chapter sayings of Jesus are combined with a short Jewish Apocalypse. 
Dr. Beasley-Murray rejects this theory and with impressive erudition and marked 
insight argues that the chapter fits into the framework of the recorded teaching of 
Jesus. This is a solid contribution to biblical studies. (236) 


CHRISTIAN ETHICS. Dietrich von Hildebrand. Thames & Hudson, 353. 
1954. 22 cm. 480 pages. Index. 
The purpose of this substantial and competent work is to examine the specific 
nature and presuppositions of the moral life. It is maintained that the study of moral 
values as found in ordinary daily experience, in the lives of the saints, the worship 
of the Church and the Christian Faith points to the belief in God as the indispensable 
foundation of morality. In the first part the author deals with the philosophy of 
values, and then relates his conclusions to the problem of freedom, the sources of moral 
goodness and the roots of moral evil. (241) 


COMMUNISM AND CHRIST. Charles W. Lowry. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
9s.6d. 1954. 21 cm. 192 pages. Bibliography. 
In this volume, to which the Dean of St. Paul’s contributes a foreword, the author 
gives a plain account of the origin and principles of Communism and contrasts its 
view of history and morality with the Christian philosophy as it has developed in 
Western democracy. He describes Communism as a new universal ‘salvation- 
religion’ and, although the use of the term ‘religion’ may be challenged, it is beyond 
dispute that Communism has awakened a devotion akin to religion. This popular 
treatment, which often unduly simplifies the issues, should provoke fruitful 
discussion. (261-7) 


HANDBOOK TO THE LIFE AND TIMES OF ST. TERESA AND 
ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS. E. Allison Peers. Burns Oates, 21s. 1954. 
22 cm. 286 pages. Biographical notes. Index. 

The present volume by the late Professor Allison Peers is an invaluable contribution 

to Carmelite studies and serves as a companion to his translations of the works of 

St. Teresa and St. John of the Cross. The first part, which contains a brief account 

of the struggles and triumphs of the Discalced Carmelite Reform is followed by 

biographies of the principal associates of the two saints. In the appendices are lists of 
convents and priories (1562-94) and of the places connected with the Reform, 
together with chronological details in parallel columns of the lives of both 

saints. (271-7) 


CHURCH OF SOUTH INDIA: THE MOVEMENT TOWARDS 
UNION, 1900-1947. Bengt Sundkler. Lutterworth Press, 25s. 1954. 22 cm. 
458 pages. 2 maps. Notes. Bibliography. Indexes. 

An authoritative account of the formation of the United Church of South India, 

which embraces the Anglican Church of the Province, the Methodist Church and 

the Church of South India (largely Presbyterian and Congregationalist). The author 
shows first how the ground for union was prepared by the rise of Indian nationalism, 
the Edinburgh Conference 1910, evangelistic movements and the Lambeth 

Conference 1920. He then describes, with interesting sidelights on leading personali- 

ties, the protracted negotiations which led to the coming together in 1947 of 

communions representing divergent traditions. (280-1) 
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POLITICS OF BELIEF IN NINETEENTH-CENTURY FRANCE. 
Lacordaire: Michon: Veuillot. Philip Spencer. Faber, 25s. 1954. 224 cm. 284 pages. 
6 plates. Bibliography. Index. 


The author presents us with a sympathetic evaluation of the various elements woven 
into the pattern of the Church of France in the nineteenth century. He selects and 
assesses the significance of three figures whose careers represent the frustrations of 
that turbulent period: Lacordaire, the Romantic preacher who sought to make 
religion emotionally acceptable to society; Michon, the rebel priest who was 
ceaselessly torn between the claims of faith and reason; and Veuillot, the journalist 
whose absolutism set in strong relief the problem of toleration. This is a scholarly 
work marked by balanced judgment and distinction of style. (282-44) 


THE LEGACY OF LUTHER. Martin Luther and the Reformation in the 
estimation of the German Lutherans from Luther’s death to the beginning of 
the age of Goethe. Ernst Walter Zeeden. Translated from the German by Ruth 
Mary Bethell. Hollis & Carter, 25s. 1954. 22 cm. 236 pages. 11 illustrations. Index. 


The author, who is a Catholic historian, traces the development of Luther’s doctrines 
in their varied and often distorted forms with special reference to the emergence 
and consolidation of Lutheran orthodoxy, Pietism, the age of the Enlightenment, 
the Romanticism of Herder and the return to Luther in the teaching of Hamann. 
The story of these divergent trends is illustrated by an objective commentary on the 
words of the Lutherans themselves. While the translation of this most useful and 
instructive volume is somewhat cumbrous, the meaning is invariably clear. (284-1) 


THE CONGREGATIONAL YEAR BOOK, 1954. Edited by G. Newton 
Johnson. Congregational Union of England and Wales, 21s. cloth; 17s.6d. boards. 
1954. 21¢.cm. 548 pages. Portraits. Indexes. 


The Year Book provides full information on the Congregational Union of England 
and Wales. Part I gives general information about Moderators, council, committees, 
the International Congregational Council and Baptist and Congregational Churches 
United Navy, Army and Air Force Board. Part II gives the constitution and 
organisation of the Congregational Union and a Directory of Societies. Part Il 
contains the Proceedings of the Annual Assembly, 1953, and Part IV lists of county 
Congregational Unions and Councils, lay preachers’ associations, etc. Part V is an 
alphabetical list of ministers and others and Part VI gives biographical information 
on ministers deceased. 285-8058) 


SOCIAL SCIENCES 
Political Science 
INTRODUCTION TO POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY. A. R. M. Murray. 
Cohen & West, 12s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 248 pages. Index. 


The author rejects the orthodox narrative of theories in favour of the criticism of the 
accepted ‘authorities’ in an attempt to evaluate their assumptions about “men in 
society’. This technique is applied to theorists from Plato to Marx but is particularly 
useful in chapters dealing with contemporary politics and the justification of govern- 
ment. Different views on this critical topic derive ultimately from the adoption of 
different epistemological and moral theories, basically either Rationalist or 
Empiricist. The relation of political theories to general philosophical positions makes 
this a valuable introduction for the student and an interesting commentary on 
western ideas for the general reader. (320-1) 
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THE QUEEN’S GOVERNMENT. Sir lvor Jennings. Penguin Books, 2s. 
1954. 18 cm. 158 pages. Bibliography. Index. Paper covers. (Pelican Books) 


The general reader will find this a most helpful introduction to the study of the 
Brith constitution. It is a full, readable account of the monarchy, Parliament, 
the Cabinet, and the political and legal systems behind them. The author, who is 
now Vice-Chancellor of Ceylon University, is an acknowledged expert on constitu- 
tional matters; he was for many years Reader in Law in the University of London, 
and later Professor of Political Science in the University of British Columbia; his 
publications include Cabinet Government, Parliament and The British Constitution. 
(320-942) 

FRENCH LIBERAL THOUGHT IN THE EIGHTEENTH 
CENTURY. A Study of Political Ideas from Bayle to Condorcet. Kingsley 


Martin. Edited by J. P. Mayer. 2nd edition, revised. Turnstile Press, 21s. 1954. 
22$ cm. 334 pages. Notes. Bibliography. Index. 


Mr. Martin analyses the growth of that tradition, now enshrined in French politics 
and sociology, of a radical rationalism buttressing a religion of secular progress, and 
resting essentially on Lockean psychology and Newtonian physics. Fundamental 
to all the writers discussed is the concept of ‘reason’ construed as both reasoning and 
intuition, although varying interpretations are held concerning other factors. The 
author’s assessment of the influence of social institutions on the development of 
the tradition makes this book additionally useful as an introduction to the individual 
a scope and nature of whose work is indicated in an excellent 

ibliography. (320-944) 


WHAT IS IMPERIALISM? Edward Atiyah. Batchworth Press, 1s.6d. 1954. 
184 cm. 48 pages. Paper covers. (Background Books) 


A brief but very able discussion of a vast theme, namely modern imperial policies 
and the growth of nationalism. Whilst mainly speaking of Britain, there are short 
sections on the other western powers and on Soviet Russia. The author sees in the 
autonomy of Ceylon, Burma, and India the fulfilment of imperial trusteeship, and 
looks to the re-alignment of colonial policy quoted from Lord Hailey to solve 
the colonial problem along similar lines, though tropical countries with white 
settlers provide a problem to which there seems no visible solution. (325-3) 


KENYA. Report to the Secretary of State for the Colonies by the Parliamentary 
Delegation, January 19th, 1954. H.M. Stationery Office, 9d. 1954. 244m. 
24 pages. Paper covers. (Command Paper 9081) 


A delegation of three Conservatives and three Opposition members of Parliament 
made a three weeks’ fact-finding tour of Kenya at the beginning of the year. The 
value of their report is that emphasis is laid not so much on the emergency itself as 
on long-term measures which would provide a more stable future. Among these 
are insistence on British principles of law and justice, removal of the acute colour 
bar, a revised land, housing, and wages policy, and a measure of industrialisation. 

(325-342) 
THE STRUGGLE FOR KENYA. D. H. Rawcliffe. Gollancz, 13s.6d. 1954. 

20} cm. 190 pages. 
A reasoned and reasonable account of the Mau Mau and its background, of the 
problems which it involves and the issues at stake in Kenya. Politically it represents 
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views consistently favourable to the African community, and aligned with the left 
wing of British politics. In this respect perhaps less than justice is done to the Asian 
and British groups. But the case is stated with moderation and fair comment. In 
singling out land hunger, the intransigence of the settlers both to clear facts and to 
Government policy, and most of all gross colour prejudice as the major factors 
in the explosion, and showing how and why this is so, the author has rendered a 
valuable service to clearer thinking and saner judgments at a time when the revolting 
cruelties enacted under terrorism tend to distort the views of those directly 
concerned. (325-342) 


THE UKRAINIANS IN MANITOBA. A Social History. Paul Yuzyk. 
University of Toronto Press (Toronto, Canada), $5-00. 1953. 234m. 248 pages. 
1 plate. Maps. Bibliography. Index. 


This study is issued under the auspices of the Historical and Scientific Society of 
Manitoba and its author, a professor in the Department of History and Slavic 
Studies, University of Manitoba, is himself of Ukrainian descent. The first Ukrainian 
pera who came to Canada in 1892 settled in Manitoba and most of the four 

undred thousand Canadians of Ukrainian extraction live in or stem from this 
province. The author has covered every aspect of their life—their homeland, their rich 
cultural heritage, their adjustment to and participation in Canadian life, their 
religion, writers, newspapers and political affinities. This is definitive, source material 
on one of Canada’s largest ethnic groups. (325-71) 


THE FUTURE OF THE HOUSE OF LORDS. A Symposium. Edited by 
Sydney D. Bailey. Hansard Society, 108.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 180 pages. Index. 


Lord Campion, Sir Albert Napier, Lord Pethick-Lawrence, the Archbishop of York 
and Mr. Edward F. Iwi are among the well-known writers who have contributed 
to this impartial account of the functions of the House of Lords. They discuss certain 
major problems, such as the real purpose of a Second Chamber, its legislative and 
deliberative functions, the case for lit peerages, the admission of women, and the 
question of whether peers should be paid. The book can be recommended to anybody 
in need of a brief handbook on the organisation and work of the Upper 
House. (328-42) 


THE COMMONS IN THE PARLIAMENT OF 1422. English Society 
and Parliamentary Representation under the Lancastrians. J. S$. Roskell. 


Manchester University Press (Manchester), 30s. 1954. 22. cm. 278 pages. Biographical 
notes. Index. 


A valuable piece of research which will be welcomed by all students of medieval 
institutions in the later Middle Ages. The author analyses the composition of the 
representatives of the Commons in the parliament of 1422. The results of his 
researches are of great interest. They show that the changes in borough representation 
characteristic of the fifteenth century were in evidence before the Wars of the Roses, 
and were due to social and economic rather than to political causes. The difficulty of 
dealing with such problems for the medieval period is largely due to the scarcity 
of ipinatien about individuals. The long section of biographical notes will, 
therefore, be of use to all students of the fifteenth century. (328-4209) 
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Economics 

PORTUGUESE WEST AFRICA (ANGOLA). Economic and Commercial 
Conditions, June 1953. T. C. Sharman for the Boara of Trade: Commercial and 
Exports Department. H.M. Stationery Office, 28.6d. 1954. 244m. 66 pages. 
Map. Tables. Paper covers. (Overseas Economic Surveys) 

Information is given, with statistics, on finance, natural resources and industry, 

trade, communications, and social questions, such as the cost of living, education, 

radio and press. (330°9673) 


BRAZIL. Economic and Commercial Conditions, October, 1953. Walter 
Godfrey for the Board of Trade: Commercial Relations and Exports Department. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 5s. 1954. 244 cm. 184 pages. Map. Tables. Paper covers. 
(Overseas Economic Surveys) 

The Survey is confined to a description of the situation today and those developments 

within Brazil over the last two or three years which help to explain present conditions. 

Information is given on finance, development, industry, agriculture, forestry and 

fisheries, minerals, communications, and trade and commerce. (330-981) 


THE FUTURE OF STERLING. A. C. L. Day. Oxford University Press, 
12s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 236 pages. Bibliography. 
The author, who is Lecturer in Economics at the London School of Economics and 
Political Science, seeks to answer a number of questions of concern to both economic 
planners and theoretical economists. What, for instance, is the justification for the 
existence of the Sterling Area? What is the case for extending the use of sterling 
as an international currency? What mechanism, if any, could satisfactorily replace 
the use of sterling? Mr. Day’s clearly expressed opinions on these and similar 
problems will be read with much interest by students and others. (332-45) 


AUSTRALIAN STATE PUBLIC FINANCE. W. J. Campbell. Law Book 
Co. of Australasia (Sydney, Australia), 50s. 1954. 25 cm. 324 pages. Index. 


Little has been published previously on the financial aspects of governmental social 
and business enterprise in Australia and this book by the Auditor-General of New 
South Wales provides a welcome statement of existing practice, mainly that of 
New South Wales. It is, however, set against the background of Commonwealth 
and state financial relationships and outlines the Australian financial pattern which 
has developed from some fifty years of federation. The text of the financial agreement 
between the Commonwealth and the states 1927/1944 is given in an appendix. (336-94) 


PLANTATION CROPS. Commonwealth Economic Committee: Intelligence 

Branch. H.M. Stationery Office, 5s. 1954. 25 cm. 148 pages. Tables. Paper covers. 
The fourth post-war issue includes statistics up to 1952. It presents a summary of 
production, trade and consumption relating to sugar, tea, coffee, cocoa, spices, 


tobacco and rubber, with special reference to the part played by Commonwealth 
countries. (338-17) 


VEGETABLE OILS AND OILSEEDS. Commonwealth Economic 
Committee: Intelligence Branch. H.M. Stationery Office, $s. 1954. 25cm. 
172 pages. Tables. Paper covers. 


This summary of figures of production, trade and consumption, with special 
reference to the part played by the countries of the Commonwealth, covers the 
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post-war years up to 1952 and, where available, provisional information for 1953. 
It deals with groundnuts, cottonseed, linseed, soya beans, coconut and oil palm 
products, olive oil and other oilseeds and oils. (338-17) 


THEORY OF ECONOMIC DYNAMICS. An Essay on Cyclical and 
Long-Run Changes in Capitalist Economy. M. Kalecki. Allen & Unwin, 18s. 
1954. 22$ cm. 180 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 


In the main this book is a revision of two earlier works by the same author: Essays 
in the Theory of Economic Fluctuations and Studies in Economic Dynamics. It discusses, 
with the aid of new statistical material, questions of monopoly and distribution of 
income, determination of profits and national income, the rate of interest, determina- 
tion of investment, the business cycle, and long-run economic development. The 
relationship between economic variables is brought out by statistical analysis, but 
the author has confined his use of formulae to those which call for only an elementary 
knowledge of mathematics. (338-54) 


A STUDY IN TRADE-CYCLE HISTORY. Economic Fluctuations in 
Great Britain, 1833-1842. R. C. O. Matthews. Cambridge University Press, 25s. 
1954. 24 cm. 242 pages. 17 charts. Index. 


This book, by a Fellow of St. John’s College, Cambridge, and Lecturer in that 
University, discusses in detail the fluctuations in business activity during an important 
period of Great Britain’s economic development. Several chapters with different 
aspects of Britain’s balance of overseas trade; others are concerned with cyclical 
fluctuations in certain leading industries, such as railways, building, cotton, wool, 
coal and iron, and in money and banking. The treatment is ai statistical, and 
the work will be of interest to students both of economic history and of the 
economic and statistical theory of the trade cycle. (338540042) 


INCOME REDISTRIBUTION AND SOCIAL POLICY. A Set of 
Studies. Edited by Alan T. Peacock. Cape, 25s. 1954. 23cm. 296 pages. 
6 diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Indexes. 


The editor, who is Reader in Public Finance in the University of London, explains 
that the main purpose of these seven studies is to investigate the nature, magnitude 
and likely consequences of the redistribution of incomes brought about by social 
policies. The first two are theoretical studies, by H. G. Johnson, Fellow of King’s 
College, Cambridge, and D. Berry, Economist with the International Wool Secre- 
tariat. The rest are regional discussions, by other economic experts, on the 
distribution of income in Denmark, France, Great Britain, the United States and in 
underdeveloped territories. The book is well illustrated by statistical tables, and is 
an important contribution to specialist economic literature. (339°41) 


Law 


FORENSIC MEDICINE. A Text-book for Students and a Guide for the 
Practitioner. Douglas J. A. Kerr. sth edition. Black, 28s. 1954. 224 cm. 374 pages. 
4 colour plates. 59 photographs. 30 figures in text. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 
(Black’s Medical Series) 


A new edition of a standard textbook by the Regius Professor of Forensic Medicine 
in the University of Edinburgh. A number of Acts such as the Medical Act, 1950, 
the Cremation Act, 1952, and new regulations about poisons and dangerous drugs 
have necessitated a number of changes in this edition. The author devotes chapters 
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to procedure in the event of death, analyses the causes of death and criminal 
responsibility, insanity, toxicology, mineral acids and alkalis, metallic and other 
irritants and various forms of poisons. He concludes with chapters on civil actions 
and the historical development of forensic medicine. The appendix contains the text 
of relevant legislation. (340-6) 


FIRST REPORT OF THE PRIVATE INTERNATIONAL LAW 
COMMITTEE. H.M. Stationery Office, 6d. 1954. 244m. 16 pages. Paper 
covers. (Command Paper 9068) 


The Committee’s first Report deals with the British law of domicile in relation to 
the 1951 draft international Convention to regulate conflicts between the law of the 
nationality and the law of domicile. The Report analyses the present law of domicile 
and the provisions of the draft Convention. The Committee has drawn up a proposed 
“Code of the law of domicile’ for England and Scotland, and recommends that 
Courts in this country should give effect to the draft Convention with the exception 
of one article. (341-59) 


ARCHBOLD’S PLEADING, EVIDENCE AND PRACTICE IN 
CRIMINAL CASES. 33rd edition by T. R. Fitzwalter Butler and Marston 
Garsia. Sweet & Maxwell, 90s. 1954. 22 cm. 1,886 pages. Tables. Index. 


The standard practitioner’s manual of procedure in criminal cases. The far-reaching 
provisions of the Criminal Justice Act in 1948 were incorporated in the 32nd edition, 
and in the new edition several less important Statutes and many new court decisions 
have been incorporated. Book I, in two parts, deals with pleading and practice and 
evidence generally, and Book Il, in five parts, deals with particular cases. The editors 
are barristers-at-law. (343) 


THE LAW OF TRUSTS. A Statement of the Rules of Law and Equity 
applicable to Trusts of Real and Personal Property. G. W. Keeton. 6th edition. 
Pitman, 458. 1954. 254m. 594 pages. Tables. Index. 


A new edition of a standard textbook on the English law of trusts. The four main 
arts are the formation of a trust, the administration of a trust, breach of trust and, 
lly, the text of the Trustee Act, 1925. The author, who is Dean of the Faculty of 
Laws at University College, London, has included in this edition a new chapter on 
trusts in the conflict of laws. This work is unfortunately current only to the end of 
1952 and does not discuss the recommendations of the Nathan Report on Charitable 
Trusts. (347°2) 


TEMPERLEY’S MERCHANT SHIPPING ACTS. sth edition by Sir 
William McNair and John Philippe Honour. Stevens & Sons, 110s. 1954. 254 cm. 
1,006 pages. Tables. Index. (Library of Shipping Law) 


The standard English treatise on the law of merchant shipping. The first part of the 
book, covering 450 pages, comprises the text and a commentary on the 748 Sections 
of the Merchant Shipping Act, 1894. The second part of the work covers later 
Acts. Altogether, there are twenty-nine Merchant Shipping Acts proper and many 
other Statutes bearing on the subject. This new edition, the first since 1932, incor- 
porates the considerable additions to the British Statute Law, the Regulations, 
International Conventions and case law. Of the editors, Sir William McNair is a 
Judge of the High Court and Mr. Honour a barrister-at-law. (347°7) 
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THE LEGAL MIND. An Approach to the Dynamics of Advocacy. Gerald 
Abrahams. H.F.L. (Publishers), 18s. 1954. 224 cm. 264 pages. Table. Index. 


This book has a new approach to advocacy “because it introduces the reader to law 
and advocacy by plunging him into the midst of the battle’. The author, who is a 
barrister-at-law, deals very widely with the role of advocate and lawyer. Chapters 
are included on advocacy and evidence, legal argument, legal vocabulary, how 
lawyers think about claims, how they argue, ambiguity in words and documents, 
case law and authority, circumstantial evidence, the law’s attitude to crime, evasion 
of the law, the framework of evidence and notes on cross-examination. This should 
be a most useful work to law students, (347°9) 


Public Administration 


THE BRITISH IMPERIAL CALENDAR AND CIVIL SERVICE 


LIST, 1954. H.M. Stationery Office, 17s.6d. 1954. 24m. 716 pages. Tables. 
Indexes. Paper covers. 


This official publication gives full details of members of the Royal Households, the 
High Commissioners in England, the Cabinet, and the several Ministries, Com- 
missions and other official bodies. Names and salaries of the chief officers in these 
departments are included. There is an alphabetical index to the names of persons 
holding appointments in the public departments of England, Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland. (354420058) 


Education 


SPEECH AND THE DEAF CHILD. Irene R. Ewing and A. W. G. Ewing. 
Manchester University Press (Manchester), 18s. 1954. 22 cm. 268 pages. 15 illus- 
trations. 10 diagrams. 5 tables. Bibliography. Indexes. 


Since pre-war days there has been a great need for an authoritative textbook for 
teachers of the deaf and all those concerned with the upbringing of deaf children. 
This one emanates from the Department of Education of the Deaf, Manchester 
University, where the authors have undertaken successful pioneer work in teaching 
deaf children. They trace the history of speech training, consider the needs of deaf 
children and those further handicapped, such as the dull, cerebral-palsied and the 
blind-deaf. They fully describe tests of the capacity to hear speech, modern methods 
of developing speech and auditory training and give useful advice to inexperienced 
teachers. The book should be an important factor in advancing training. (371-912) 


PURE SCIENCE 


THE SCIENCE READER’S COMPANION. Edited by G. E. Speck. 


Ward, Lock, 15s. 1954. 20cm. 256 pages. $8 illustrations. 135 figures in text. 
Tables. 


A moderately small encyclopedia of science: arranged alphabetically, it gives brief 
notes on a large number of scientific topics. It is intended particularly for ‘the man 
in the street’ and covers a good selection of the terms which he is likely to meet in 
his reading of the newspapers, popular scientific books, and science fiction. A well- 
selected band of contributors has made sure that the entries are accurate, reasonably 
simple, and reasonably well balanced as between the sciences. (so3) 


263 








THE YEAR BOOK OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY OF LONDON, 
1954. The Royal Society, 15s. 1954. 22 cm. 312 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 


The Year Book gives information on all aspects of the work and organisation of the 
Society. This issue includes the Report of the Council for 1953, as well as the statutes 
and Standing Orders of the Society. There is a list of Fellows and Foreign Members. 
The Royal Society appoints the British delegates to meetings of the International 
Council of Scientific Unions and of the International Unions in different branches 
of science, and the Year Book gives details of the various international 
committees. (506-242) 


Mathematics 


METHODS OF ALGEBRAIC GEOMETRY. Volume Ill Book V: 
Birational Geometry. W. V. D. Hodge and D. Pedoe. Cambridge University 
Press, 408. 1954. 22 cm. 346 pages. Notes. Bibliography. Index. 


The concluding volume of this outstanding geometrical treatise deals with properties 
of sets of birationally equivalent algebraic varieties. The emphasis throughout is on 
methods rather than on results, and a full account of the relevant parts of ideal theory 
and valuation theory is included. These methods are shown in action by the study of 
the local uniformisation theorem and the transformation of a variety into one which 
has no multiple points. Thus the post-graduate student should acquire a knowledge 
of important algebraic methods in their applications to fundamental geometrical 
problems; the authors have taken great pains to provide a clear exposition of the long 
and complicated arguments involved. The richness of content and the evident 
mastery of the algebraic tools of modern geometry make this book essential to 
every serious student of the subject. (516) 


FOUR-PLACE TABLES OF TRANSCENDENTAL FUNCTIONS. 
W. Fliigge. Pergamon Press, 25s. 1954. 24 cm. 140 pages. Tables. Bibliography. 


Elementary trigonometric functions of radian argument, and hyperbolic and 
exponential functions are followed by other useful functions such as Bessel functions, 
Thomson functions, elliptic integrals, the error function, the gamma function, etc. 
The value of the book is that it presents tables, in a handy form, which are not easily 
accessible to everyone. The tabulation interval is so chosen that little, if any, inter- 
polation is required. The tables are very clearly printed and should prove an extremely 
useful tool to engineers, physicists and graduation students in computations of slide- 
rule accuracy. (518) 


Physics 

HEAT TRANSFER BY RADIATION. J. H. McGuire for the Department 
of Scientific and Industrial Research and Fire Offices’ Committee. H.M. Stationery 
Office, 1s.6d. 1954. 244m. 36 pages. 16 figures. 6 tables. Paper covers. (Fire 
Research Special Report, No. 2) 


Although the fundamental terms of radiation are to be found in most physics text- 
books, the actual methods by which radiative transfer may be calculated are covered 
less completely. This report collects such information as is available, and tables of 
functions are provided in order to facilitate numerical calculation. With the increasing 
use of radiant heat transfer in industry, and with the application of its geometric 
principles to the illumination of buildings, the report should prove useful to engineers 
working in these fields. (536-2) 
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Chemistry 
EXPERIMENTAL INORGANIC CHEMISTRY. W. G. Palmer. 
Cambridge University Press, 50s. 1954. 224m. $98 pages. 141 figures. 89 tables. 
Indexes. 
A sufficient and succinct theoretical treatment in the hundred-page introduction 
permeates the essential practical nature of a book which will provide a sound basis 
for those concerned with providing intelligent courses in practical inorganic chemistry. 
The theoretical treatment is concerned with chemical linkage, crystal chemistry, chemi- 
cal analysis and electro-chemical processes. The remainder of the book is divided 
into sections each covering a group of the periodic table. Every section has its 
own descriptive introduction, Ellowed by suggested preparations and analyses, the 
instructions for which are clearly given. (546 


THE CHEMISTRY OF THE MORPHINE ALKALOIDS. K. W. 
Bentley. Oxford University Press, 50s. 1954. 24cm. 454 pages. 18 diagrams. 
Tables. Bibliography. Index. (Monographs on the Chemistry of Natural Products) 


This monograph deals with the chemistry of a number of related alkaloids which 
are based on the phenanthrene skeleton. The most important ones are constituents of 
opium and have for some time been of great medical interest, e.g. morphine, codeine 
and thebarine. In a comprehensive survey the degradation, chemical changes and 
rearrangements, structural determination and synthesis of the alkaloids are described. 
The complexity of the subject makes its presentation difficult but good scholarship 
has surmounted the difficulty here. This is a work of high quality. Its over-concise 
style does not make for easy reading, but avoidance of this would have required 
appreciably more space. (547792) 


PROGRESS IN THE CHEMISTRY OF FATS AND OTHER 
LIPIDS. Vol. 2. Edited by R. T. Holman, W. O. Lundberg and T. Malkin. 


Pergamon Press, 638. 1954. 25 cm. 356 pages. Plates. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. 
Index. 


This work comprises a series of monographs by a panel of experts. Subjects covered 
in the present series are polymorphism of glycerides, autoxidation of fats etc., 
nutritional significance of fats, surface properties of fatty acids, urea inclusion 
compounds of fatty acids, infra-red absorption, spectroscopy in fats and oils, and 
counter-current fractionation of lipids. Admirably documented, the volume presents 
an excellent up-to-date review of progress in the fields covered and will interest all 
concerned with research on these and allied topics. The fat processing industries will 


also find much of value, although industrial applications are not specifically covered. 
A companion series reviewing progress in the technology of fats is to be issued. 

(547-92) 
Climatology 


CLIMATOLOGY. A. Austin Miller. 8th edition, revised. Methuen, 21s. 1954. 
22 cm. 328 pages. 82 sketch maps and diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 


A text which was published originally more than twenty years ago and has gone 
through numerous editions clearly requires little further commendation. Professor 
Miller's book is arranged in a straightforward way. After four introductory chapters, 
which include a discussion of air masses, the world’s climatic types are described in 
ten chapters, supplemented by tables of temperature and rainfall, the basis of the 
classification being the distribution of natural vegetation. (551-59) 
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Anthropology 
AFRICAN WORLDS. Studies in the Cosmological Ideas and Social Values 
of African Peoples. Edited with an introduction by Daryll Forde. Oxford 
University Press tor the International African Institute, 30s. 1954. 254 cm. 262 pages. 
$ diagrams. Bibliography. Index. 
Planned as a companion to African Political Systems (1940) and African Systems of 
Kinship and Marriage (1950), this volume is both more international and less narrowly 
academic than its predecessors. Ten distinguished French, Belgian, German, English, 
South African and West African anthropologists have contributed first-hand 
accounts of the ‘world-view’ of tribal peoples from the Congo, Kenya, Transvaal, 
French West Africa, Gold Coast, Sierra Leone and the Sudan. To these Professor 
Forde has added a thoughtful introduction. The contributions are not all of equal 
merit, but the best are excellent. The book as a whole is an important contribution in 
a field where factual knowledge is still regrettably slight. There is plenty here that 
must fascinate and indeed astonish anyone with even a passing interest in anthro- 
pology, psychology or comparative religion. (572-96) 


Evolution 


EVOLUTION AS A PROCESS. Edited by Julian Huxley, A. C. Hardy 
and E. B. Ford. Allen & Unwin, 25s. 1954. 24 cm. 376 pages. 30 figures in text. 
Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

Dr. Huxley has ever been in the forefront, both as a research worker and as a 

stimulator of the research of others, in the field of evolutionary studies. His two 

co-editors, Professor Hardy and Dr. Ford, and the other contributors to this series 
of essays, pay a tribute to Dr. Huxley’s work in the foreword to this volume. The 
theme of most of the essays is the study of natural selection actually operating, either 
from observational and experimental measurement or by deduction. Some range 
rather more widely: one examines carefully the recent evidence from South Africa 
on primate evolution; another deals with the importance of avoiding over- 
specialisation in evolution; another with the relations between memory, heredity 
and information. The subject matter of the different essays is summarised and placed 
in perspective by Dr. Huxley’s introductory section. (575) 


SEX-DETERMINATION. F. A. E. Crew. 3rd edition, revised. Methuen, 
6s.6d. 1954. 17cm. 76 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Glossary. Index. 
(Methuen’s Monographs on Biological Subjects) 

This book restricts itself to the cytological and genetical aspects of sex-determination 

and is useful only for readers with some biological training. Its text and bibliography 

provide a very valuable summary of work in its field. Included are interesting 
accounts of sex-determination in habrobracon, sciara, and lymantria dispar in fish 
and in the low algae, and a chapter with speculations on the evolution of the sex- 
determining mechanisms. There is a good glossary. The book first appeared twenty 
years ago and this third edition takes into full account the extensive research of the 
intervening period. The author, a Fellow of the Royal Society, is Professor of Social 
Medicine in the University of Edinburgh, where he earlier held the Chair of Animal 
Genetics. (575°1) 


THE BIOCHEMISTRY OF GENETICS. J. B. S. Haldane. Allen & Unwin, 
I$S. 1954. 224 cm. 144 pages. 7 figures. 12 tables. Bibliography. Index. 

This book deals with selected examples of the biochemical aspects of genetics chosen 

from the simplest living forms, such as viruses and bacteria, through the animal and 
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plant world, to man. It will chiefly interest those studying genetics and biochemistry, 
but should also appeal to the general reader with some training in these subjects, 
as several of the topics discussed have recently aroused wide interest in their bearing 
on evolutionary theory. This is a most interesting and well presented account of a 
complex and rapidly developing subject and is warmly recommended. ($75°1) 


Zoology 


MARGINS OF THE SEAS. Maurice Burton. Muller, 15s. 1954. 20} cm. 
220 pages. 34 drawings. Index. 


Dr. Burton does more in this book than describe the fascinating forms of life that 
are found in the inter-tidal zones and the shallow waters. He takes the sea margins 
and their occupants as a basis for expounding the facts of evolution as they have 
been reconstructed and the problems that have had to be solved before animals could 
maintain themselves on dry land. True, he gives separate chapters to the various 
groups—sponges (this is particularly good), coelenterates, crustacea, echinoderms 
and molluscs—but in each he has something relevant to say about their physio- 
logical and ecological adaptations and the key zoologicai researches which have 
revealed them. (s91-9) 


THE SEASIDE NATURE BOOK. Eric Fitch Daglish. Dent, 15s. 1954. 
18 cm. 240 pages. 16 plates (8 in colour). 78 drawings in text. Index. 


Previous companion volumes by this author have described and given keys for 
identifying insects and birds. This book has a very large field to cover, but succeeds 
in describing most of the commoner animals of the seashores around Great Britain 
without using technical terms and including much of interest on structure and 
function. Apart from the marine invertebrates the book is made complete for the 
curious visitor to the seaside by including chapters on seaweeds, fishes, birds and even 
the few marine mammals. There is an attempt to designate the animals by English 
instead of by scientific names, which many readers will welcome because marine 
nomenclature tends to be polysyllabic. (s91-942) 


ICEBOUND SUMMER. Sally Carrighar. Michael Joseph, 15s. 1954. 21 cm. 
270 pages. 11 full-page illustrations and chapter head-pieces by Henry B. Kane. 
Endpaper map. 


This book describes in narrative episodes the lives of animals and men in Alaska, 
Examples of the subjects selected are the migration of lemmings, the early adventures 
of a hair-seal, the winter wanderings of an Arctic fox and a polar bear, the hunting of 
a rogue walrus and so on. The language is colourful, but contains much forceful 
description. No attempt is made to interpret the behaviour of the animals in other 
than human terms, which makes for a certain simplicity of outlook, but there is 
plenty of feeling and imagination bringing this remote part of the world vividly to 
life. (s91-9798) 


WAYS OF THE ANT. John Crompton. Collins, 15s. 1954. 20}. cm. 254 pages. 
8 illustrations by J. Yunge-Bateman. Drawings in text. Bibliography. Index. 
Mr. Crompton’s previous books on The Spider and The Hunting Wasp have been 
widely acclaimed. In this one he employs the same racy, conversational style which 
makes the most complex subject-matter easy to read and grasp. The remarkable 
polities which have been evolved in different ant communities are indeed complex, 
but Mr. Crompton avoids too much detail, describing in full selected examples from 
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the slave-makers, the aphid-farmers, the harvesters and the mushroom growers, 
and pointing his descriptions with sly allusions to human affairs. He includes a 
chapter on termites and a short appendix on the commoner species of British 
ants. (595-796) 


A TREASURY OF NEW ZEALAND FISHES. D. H. Graham. Reed 
(Wellington, New Zealand), 63s. 1953. 254 cm. 404 pages. Illustrations. Glossary. 
Index. 


A popular but reasonably comprehensive account of fishes in New Zealand waters. 
The book does not give a formal systematic account of each species but includes a 
miscellany of general information on distribution, life histories where known to 
the author, and notes on the food and economic value of the species. The book is 
based on the author’s work while stationed at the Portobello Marine Fisheries 
Research Station, Otago. (597-09931) 


SEA BIRDS. An Introduction to the Natural History of the Sea Birds of the 
North Atlantic. James Fisher and R. M. Lockley. Collins, 25s. 1954. 224 cm. 
336 pages. 77 photographs (9 in colour). 66 maps and diagrams. Bibliography. 
Indexes. (New Naturalist) 

The authors are well qualified to write about sea birds. Mr. Fisher has recently 

published a monograph on the fulmar petrel and Mr. Lockley has written extensively 

about shearwaters. The treatment is for the serious naturalist and a vast amount of 
observation and research by many ornithologists is here summarised and explained. 

Sea birds of the whole world come under review, but most space has been given to 

the North Atlantic. There is a very good series of distribution maps on equal area 

projections for related groups of birds. The treatment first follows topics such as 
evolution, control of numbers, direction finding, courtship, and then discusses the 

natural groups in order. (598-2) 


LAKELAND ORNITHOLOGY. Edited by Ernest Blezard. Carlisle Natural 
History Society (Carlisle), 10s.6d. 1954. 22 cm. 148 pages. 3 photographs. Biblio- 
graphy. ( Transactions of the Carlisle Natural History Society, Vol. VIII) 


The miscellaneous articles and essays in this volume on the ornithology of England’s 
Lake District include a survey of the flora and fauna of Siddick Pond, which the 
Nature Conservancy has scheduled as a place of special scientific interest; the results 
of many analyses and observations about birds’ food; essays on three or four 
particularly interesting species; and a survey bringing up to date the Birds of Lakeland 
ublished in 1943. The Society is to be congratulated on issuing this volume in a 
dy form, properly bound; it will reach further than the pages of a local 
journal. (598-2942) 


A BIRD BOOK FOR THE POCKET. Treating of all the regular British 
species. Edmund Sandars. 4th edition. Oxford University Press, 15s. 1954. 154 cm. 
270 pages. Numerous illustrations in colour. Index. 


When the first edition of Major Sandar’s book appeared in 1927 it received some 
criticism for the stiffness and formality of some of the coloured plates. The fact 
that now, twelve years after his death, a fourth edition of his book is called for, 
shows how valuable it has been to many people. The plates are formal and the 
colours exaggerated, but these very features have helped beginners to identify birds 
in the field 3 


rom them. Apart from this, for its small size it contains an amazing 
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amount of closely-packed information on plumage, distribution, voice, status and 
nesting habits of all the birds seen commonly in the British Isles. (598-2942) 


THE BIRDS OF TRAVANCORE AND COCHIN. Salim Ali. Oxford 
University Press (Bombay, India), Rs.25. 1954. 25 cm. 456 pages. 16 colour plates 
(illustrating 101 species) and 32 drawings by D. V. Cowen. 11 photographs. 
5 maps. Endpaper map. Glossary. Index. 


Upon the author of this book has fallen the task of carrying on the traditions of 
ornithological investigation which are a not unimportant part of Britain’s legacy 
to India. It is to be hoped that he will build up a following of ornithologists among 
the younger Indians. The plates are well done and each bird is shown on a reasonably 
big scale. The text contains first a list of species, then an introduction describi 

the characteristics of the area, after which comes the bulk of the book, treating pon 
bird under field characters, status and distribution, general habits, nesting and sub- 
species. The area is interesting because of its faunal affinities. with Malaya and 


Ceylon. (598-2954) 


APPLIED SCIENCE 
Medical Sciences 


THE ECZEMAS. A Symposium by ten authors. Edited by L. J. A. Loewenthal. 
Livingstone, 35s. 1954. 25$ cm. 276 pages. 77 illustrations (some in colour). Tables. 
Index. 

The aim of this well-documented symposium is to provide practical advice for the 

general practitioner, and also to present aspects of fundamental research for 

the specialist, the post-graduate student of dermatology, the paediatrician and 
allergist. Recent work on pathogenesis is fully presented since it has a direct practical 
bearing upon diagnosis and treatment, to which particular attention is given in 

three chapters by the editor himself and two Americans, M. B. Sulzberger and V. H. 

Witten. In this straightforward account, the subject is treated as a whole by an 

international team of specialists, in which, besides the United States, Switzerland, 

South Africa, Denmark, and the United Kingdom are represented. (616-5) 


MANUAL OF UROLOGY. Alec W. Badenoch. Heinemann, 105s. 1953. 
25$cm. $68 pages. 343 illustrations (some in colour). Bibliography. Index. 


This beautifully produced and well-documented work, which provides an intro- 
duction for those who intend to specialise in urology and a reference book for the 
general surgeon, is based on practice at St. Peter's Hospital for Stone, London. 
Lucid and very sound, it covers the essentials of physiology, symptoms, investigation, 
diagnosis, pathology and gives particular attention to treatment. Since surgical 
techniques must vary according to the age and condition of the patient and the 
facilities available, when there is a choice of procedures more than one is described. 
This greatly enhances the book’s value to the many working in isolated hospitals 
and with limited equipment. (616-6) 


STONE IN THE URINARY TRACT. H. P. Winsbury-White. 2nd 


edition. Butterworth, 63s. 1954. 25 cm. 352 pages. 3 colour plates. 144 illustrations. 
24 tables. Index. 


Mr. Winsbury-White’s international repute as urologist to several London hospitals, 
Consulting Editor of the British Journal of Urology, and as author, is further reing orced 
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by this modernised edition of his standard work. Completely rewritten and fully 
documented, it is most comprehensive, covering, besides details of operative technique, 
aetiology (a subject to which the author gives special attention), Os composition of 
urinary calculi, pathology, signs, symptoms and —- preventive and medical 
treatment. The calculi of ae are separately and fully dealt with, as are those 
occurring in children, in pregnancy, and extraneous calculi resulting from disease 
and injury. The study is based on the author’s own series of 866 cases and includes 
interesting historical data; it is practical and at the same time scholarly. (616-6) 


SECRET ENEMY. The Story of a Disease. James Cleugh. Thames & Hudson, 
18s. 1954. 22 cm. 280 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
This history for laymen traces the course of syphilis and men’s attitude to the disease 
from early times to the outbreak of 1495-1502 and thereafter with more detail 
to the present day. Quotations from historical sources and contemporary literature 
augment the author’s descriptions of the social background and changing mani- 
festations of the disease, while its effects are exemplified in the wcauulee and 
physique of great men such as Peter the Great, hoes 3g Beethoven and Gauguin. 
Causation, treatment and law are ably surveyed for the non-specialist. (616-95) 


SURGERY FOR NURSES. Hamilton Bailey and R. J. McNeill Love. 
8th edition. H. K. Lewis, 25s. 1954. 22 cm. 522 pages. $43 illustrations (66 in 
colour). Index. 

That a new edition of this plentifully and effectively illustrated textbook, by two 

eminent London surgeons, appears every three or four years testifies to its reliability 

for nurses studying for the Final State Examination of be General Nursing Council. 

Now completely revised and brought up to date, it gives the principles of surgery 

and describes techniques as they concern the nurse, stressing the importance of the 

nurse’s understanding the reason for each process. Details of eponyms, given in brief 

footnotes, add to the interest of the textbook. (617) 


RESECTION-RECONSTRUCTION OF THE HIP. Arthroplasty with 
an Acrylic Prosthesis. Jean Judet, Robert Judet, Jean Lagrange, Jean Dunoyer. 
Translated from the French and edited by K. I. Nissen. Livingstone, 30s. 1954. 
224 cm. 163 pages. 100 illustrations. Table. 


The authors base this cautious and frank report (first published in 1952 in Paris) 
on 400 cases and summarise their later experience of a further 450 cases. They estimate 
that 80 per cent. of the operations performed by themselves with the greatest care 
and precision are successful. Here they indicate the disorders and the types of patient 
likely to benefit from the procedure, explain in detail and illustrate operative 
technique as applied to each condition, and assess the results, using for this purpose 
a numerical classification for grading movement. While their conclusions are 
provisional, they are dramatic enough to be of great interest to the specialist in this 


field. (617) 


ORAL AND FACIAL DEFORMITY. C. Kerr McNeil. Pitman, 25s. 1954. 
22$ cm. 136 pages. 191 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 

This monograph by an Honorary Consultant, Glasgow Dental Hospital and Royal 

Hospital for Sick Children, Glasgow, contains original and constructive work of 

great interest to surgeon, plastic surgeon and dental specialist. In the course of the 

examination and treatment of 260 cases of congenital cleft palate, photographs of 

cases, of preliminary impressions, study models and appliances were taken, which 
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are here reproduced to illustrate methods of treatment. Dr. McNeil’s suggestions 
regarding the stimulation of the growth of tissues and the control of the dental arch 
in early infancy are specially valuable, as are his observations regarding aetiology 
and the incidence of twinning. (617) 


SURGERY FOR DENTAL STUDENTS. Michael F. A. Woodruff. 
Blackwell (Oxford), 30s. 1954. 23 cm. 334 pages. 108 illustrations. Tables. Index. 
Professor Woodruft’s effectively illustrated textbook covers the requirements of 
the dental qualifying examination in general surgery. His aim, attractively and 
efficiently fulfilled, is to supplement the student's practical training: to present 
general principles of surgical diagnosis and treatment, to describe common clinical 
and pathological conditions not confined to any one region of the body, and to 
illustrate these, when possible, by surgical disorders of special interest to dental 
students. Such subjects as congenital disorders, injuries due to mechanical violence, 
infectious diseases, and tumours, with their dental applications, are carefully considered, 
as is the regional surgery required in the syllabus. (617) 


Engineering: Drawing 
INTERMEDIATE ENGINEERING DRAWING. Including a Course in 
Plane and Solid Geometry, and an Introduction to Design. A. C. Parkinson. 
4th edition. Pitman, 10s.6d. 1954. 25cm. 256 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. 
Tables. Index. 
This book is already well established, and there is little real change in the present 
edition, although there has been a fairly extensive re-arrangement which has 
permitted the inclusion of additional examples. The text is clearly written and of 
the 400 illustrations there is only one—a photograph—which is somewhat below 
standard. The author has had considerable experience both of teaching and textbook 
production. The book is suitable for students studying for the intermediate examina- 
tion for a degree in engineering, or its equivalent, for which it is very suitable. The 
publishers have adopted a simple but adequate format to keep down the 
price. (620-04) 


—— Mechanics and Materials 
PRESTRESSED CONCRETE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION. 
F. Walley. H.M. Stationery Office, 30s. 1954. 25 cm. 296 pages. 45 illustrations. 
125 diagrams. 29 tables. Bibliography. 
The author has been closely associated with the Ministry of Works in the study, 
testing, and finally adoption of prestressed concrete for structural purposes, and his 
book serves as an introduction to the subject for engineers accustomed tothe older 
methods of design in concrete. It is a satisfactory blend of theory and practice, and 
gives some useful tables to assist in the choice of the most economical sections for 
beams. Prestressing may be regarded as a natural development in the search for the 
more efficient use of materials, and meets the needs of those striving to achieve 
economy by this means. (620-137) 


—— General 

KEMPE’S ENGINEER’S YEAR-BOOK, 1954. Edited by C. E. Prockter 
under the direction of B. W. Pendred. soth edition. 2 vols. Morgan Bros., 75s. 
1954. 19 cm. 3,000 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

In this revised and reset edition each chapter, with the exception of that on Gearing 

has been rewritten, new material added, and the emphasis altered to keep pace 
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with new developments. There are completely new chapters on Atomic Power, 
Explosives, Industrial Safety, Mechanical Handling, Powder Metallurgy and Theory 
of Structures, and the chapter on Electrical Engineering Theory is particularly well 
presented. In some cases two or more chapters have been condensed into one and a 
great deal of space is saved by the exclusion of the Trade Description Section. In 
general, this new edition shows a distinct improvement and it is a pity that it should 
be marred by so many typographical errors. (620-58) 


—— Electrical 

WIRELESS AND ELECTRICAL TRADER YEAR BOOK, 1954. 
Radio, Television and Electrical Appliances. 25th edition. Trader Publishing Co., 
10s.6d. 1954. 21}.cm. 296 pages. Diagrams. Index. 


This trade reference book contains a directory of principal trade organisations in 
Britain; legal and general information; wage rates (a new feature); radio receiver 
IF. values; valve base connections diagrams; mains voltages; addresses of electricity 
boards; television information and data; receiver specifications of 1953/4 models; 
trade addresses; wholesalers’ directory; proprietary names directory; and a classified 
buyers’ guide. (621-3058) 


ROTATING AMPLIFIERS. The Amplidyne, Metadyne, Magnicon and 
Magnavolt and Their Use in Control Systems. Consulting Editor: M. G. Say. 
Newnes, 17s.6d. 1954. 22cm. 160 pages. 93 illustrations. Tables. Bibliography. 
Index. (Electrical Engineering Progress) 


A collection of articles dealing with the operating principles, construction, testing 
and maintenance of the four commercial amplifying machines used in automatic 
control systems. Written in a popular manner by specialist contributors, the articles 
are intended for professional engineers and engineering students. The book is 
excellently produced and can be thoroughly recommended. (621-313) 


MAGNETIC AMPLIFIERS AND SATURABLE REACTORS. 
Consulting Editor: M. G. Say. Newnes, 21s. 1954. 22 cm. 208 pages. 143 illus- 
trations. Tables. Bibliography. Index. (Electrical Engineering Progress) 


Several experts have contributed to this book to provide an understanding of how 
saturable reactors, magnetic amplifiers and magnetic modulators function and 
how they may be applied to particular problems. Although the subject is difficult it 
is presented very clearly, and the book therefore should appeal to a wide circle of 
engineers and engineering students and prove useful to those seeking up-to-date 
information. (621-314) 


CATHODE-RAY TUBES. Consulting Editor: M. G. Say. Newnes, 253. 
1954. 22 cm. 224 pages. 120 illustrations. Tables. Bibliography. Index. (Electrical 
Engineering Progress) 

The ten chapters are by eight different authors, on electron optics, tube construction, 

and such special applications as television, radar, instruments, and oscilloscopes, in 

each case the tube being considered with its associated control circuit. It is probably 
inevitable that there should be some overlapping in the circumstances and the book 
is not as easy to read as it might be, but the editor has arranged a comprehensive 
index and references are given with each section. The book wil] have limited appeal 
due to its specialist nature, but should prove useful to the engineer or technician 
needing to use cathode-ray tubes extensively. (621-342) 
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Aeronautics 


FIRST THROUGH THE CLOUDS. The Autobiography of a Box-Kite 


Pioneer. F. Warren Merriam. Batsford, 21s. 1954. 23 cm. 176 pages. $0 illustrations. 
Index. 


Warren Merriam was one of the pioneers of the air who took his flying certificate 
at Brooklands on a “box-kite’ at the beginning of 1912. There he came into close 
contact with most of the other pioneers. Thereafter, before and during the First 
World War, he trained as pilots hundreds of young men who were entering the 
Royal Flying Corps and the Royal Naval Air Service. His anecdotes and descriptions 
of those early days when aircraft and instruction were both of a most elementary 
nature are full of entertainment and interest. The many pictures bring out vividly 
the immense progress that has been made in aviation since the Wright Brothers 
first left the ground only fifty years ago. (629-109) 


ROCKET PROPULSION, with an Introduction to the Idea of Interplanetary 
Travel. Eric Burgess. 2nd edition, revised. Chapman & Hall, 21s. 1954. 22 cm. 
236 pages. 56 illustrations. 18 tables. Index. 


A very readable account of the principles of rocket propulsion and of rocket motors, 
with an up-to-date account of existing experimental rockets, their uses and their 
limitations. The possibilities of using rocket propulsion as a means of interplanetary 
travel are considered objectively, and there is a cautious and enlightened description 
of the possible uses of atomic energy for this purpose. The book will appeal to 
intelligent laymen, as well as to students and experts who require a concise account 
of the principles of rocketry. The author has been associated with the field of rocket 
propulsion for nearly twenty years and was the first Chairman of the British Inter- 
planetary Society. (629°14353) 


Agriculture 


THE CALCULATION OF IRRIGATION NEED. Ministry of Agri- 
culture and Fisheries. H.M. Stationery Office, 2s. 1954. 244 cm. 44 pages. 4 figures. 


4 maps. 10 tables. Bibliography. Paper covers. (Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries 
Technical Bulletin, No. 4) 


A discussion of the basic principles of irrigation and, in particular, the application 
of these principles in determining the water needs of a crop at any given time. 
Part I deals with The Agricultural Meteorology of Irrigation; Part II with Potential 
Transpiration and Irrigation Planning—Practical Application, and Part III with 
The Problem of Water Need under Glass. (631-7) 


Fruit Growing 


FRUIT FROM TRAINED TREES. Stanley B. Whitehead. Dent, 10s.6d. 
1954. 19 cm. 160 pages. 12 photographs. 29 drawings. Tables. Index. 


The author discusses in full detail the intensive production of fruit from trees and 
bushes which lend themselves to training in the form of espaliers, cordons or 
pyramids, a system which is becoming increasingly important in horticultural 
practice. He outlines the planning and arranging of fruit gardens, general cultural 
requirements, and then devotes separate chapters to each fruit—apples, pears, stone 
fruits, bush fruits, figs, vines and brambles—detailing propagation, shaping and 
training, the specific cultural requirements of each, and giving concise re So 
on choice of varieties and control of pests and diseases. (634) 
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Forestry 
FORESTRY. H. G. Champion. Oxford University Press, 6s. 1954. 17 cm. 238 
pages. Bibliography. Index. (Home University Library) 


Professor Champion occupies the Chair of Forestry in the University of Oxford 
and has brought to this book a wide practical experience in India and other parts of 
the world as well as high academic qualifications. It is written for the layman in 
eminently straightforward language and gives a complete view of the importance, 
or rather the urgency, of forest rehabilitation and conservation throughout the world. 
The author deals with all the practical aspects, such as surveying, planning rotations, 
taking the crops and keeping forestry accounts, and tells in a special chapter how the 
course of State forest enterprise has run in Great Britain, but all is set against 
the background of the world’s needs. (634°9) 


Gardening 

THE VEGETABLE GARDEN. E. R. Janes. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. 1954. 
18cm. 272 pages. 96 illustrations by Arthur M. Hall. Index. Paper covers. 
(Penguin Handbooks) 


A companion to The Flower Garden by the same experienced author. There are a 
brief survey of the essential principles of successful cultivation and a short section on 
pests and diseases, but the bulk of the book is devoted to detailed instructions for 
the growing, both out-of-doors and under glass, of individual crops, listed alpha- 
betically, with recommendations about varieties which have proved their worth. 
It is thus a useful work for those who specialise, as well as for the ordinary run of 
gardeners, especially those graduating out of the novice stage. (635) 


FLOWERS IN TOWN. An Introductory Handbook for the Indoor and 
Outdoor Gardener. Joan Cowderoy. Newman Neame, 9s.6d. 1954. 22cm. 
96 pages. 10 photographs. Glossary. 


Town-dwellers with an urge to grow flowers despite unpropitious conditions and 
past failures will find this an encouraging and rewarding book. Starting with the 
humble window-box, the author shows how, by a judicious choice of plants and 
proper maintenance, a succession of colourful blooms can be achieved over a long 
period. She advises—remembering that she writes for busy people—on the stocking 
and economical upkeep of the small town garden, the cultivation of courtyards, 
balconies and roof tops, the management of indoor plants and the raising of bulbs 
in the house. (635-9) 


Graphic Arts Industries 
THE PENROSE ANNUAL, 1954. A Review of the Graphic Arts. 
Vol. XLVIII. Edited by R. B. Fishenden. Lund Humphries, 30s. 1954. 29 cm. 
168 pages of text. 170 inset illustrations and groups of illustrations, many in 
colour. 56 pages of advertisements, many with insets. Index to advertisers. 
By a nice marshalling of distinguished contributors, American, British, Dutch, 
German and Swiss, Mr. Fishenden has once again provided a remarkably compre- 
hensive survey of recent progress in printing and in the arts and techniques allied 
to it. First place is given to Sir Francis Meynell on the printing for the Coronation, 
finely illustrated with insets. The other thirty-eight articles, general and technical, 
deal with subjects as varied as design in Dutch printing, French type-design, an 
opportunity for penmen, colour photography in journalism, ferromagnetography, 
xerography, the Monophoto machine, a teletypesetter for book-work, dry offset, 














a British magnesium alloy, and the printing of electrical circuits. The very numerous 
insets, printed by many processes on many types of paper, are as important as the 
text. In fact the Annual continues to be indispensable to printers, publishers and 
advertising agents who wish to keep up to date. (655-058) 


Publishing and Bookselling 
REPORT OF THE 1948 BOOK TRADE COMMITTEE. The Report 
of the Joint Committee of Publishers and Booksellers which met during 1948- 
1952. Booksellers Association of Great Britain and Ireland: Publishers Association, 
10s.6d. 1954. 21 cm. 170 pages. Index. Paper covers. 
More than half the book consists of reports prepared by three sub-committees 
which deal with (1) Markets, services rendered by bookshops, and sales promotion 
and publicity; (2) The channels, methods and costs of distribution, the discount 
given by publishers to booksellers, and conditions of supply; (3) The training of 
staff, trade periodicals and reference books, etc., and the National Sales Week. 
These are followed by the comments and recommendations made by the Councils 
of the Booksellers Association and the Publishers Association. The Report provides 
a detailed, closely argued survey of some of the main aspects and problems of the 
British book-trade today, but it gives very little attention to export trade. (6555) 


Chemical Technology: Plastics 
BRITISH PLASTICS YEAR BOOK, 1954. A Classified Guide to the 
Plastics Industry. 24th year. Iliffe, 30s. 1954. 234 cm. 600 pages. Indexes. 

This revised and enlarged edition includes a review of the year’s patents; classified 
guides to materials and manufactured products, plant and equipment; a glossary 
of trade names and terms; names and addresses of firms grouped under countries; 
a Who’s Who; trade associations; and tables giving technical and general 
data. (668-4058) 


Metallurgy 


TWINNING AND DIFFUSIONLESS TRANSFORMATIONS IN 
METALS. E. O. Hall. Butterworth, 30s. 1954. 214m. 192 pages. Illustrations. 
Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

The recent enormous literature of the deformation of metals calls urgently for 

critical summaries. The present volume covers deformation by twinning and the 

allied diffusionless phase change, both crystallographically and from the point of view 
of dislocation theory, which now dominates discussions on deformation. An intro- 
ductory discussion of elementary crystallography, stereographic projection and 
single crystal growth renders this monograph suitable not only for the research 
worker but for the student. Dr. Hall has himself worked in this field and his concise 
presentation of the current state of affairs will help all who are facing the new ideas 
now flooding into metallurgy. (669-016) 


Manufactures: Wood 

THE STORY OF THE KAURI. A. H. Reed. Reed (Wellington, New Zealand), 
47s.6d. 1953. 254m. 444 pages. Plates (2 in colour). Numerous illustrations in 
text. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

The kauri, the largest, best known and now scarcest of New Zealand timber trees, 

is confined to the northern section of the North Island. Historically it provided an 

important incentive to early New Zealand shipping. In this book the author gives a 
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detailed history of the milling of the tree from earliest times to the present day, 
and from a youthful connection with the associated kauri gum industry and personal 
knowledge of the area he is well qualified to deal with the subject. A supplementary 
section, The Pictorial History of the Kauri, in 132 pages of illustration, gives an 
unusually complete survey from many milling areas. (674) 


ARTS AND RECREATION 


THE MODULOR. A Harmonious Measure to the Human Scale Universally 
Applicable to Architecture and Mechanics. Le Corbusier. Translated from the 
French by Peter de Francia and Anna Bostock. Faber, 25s. 1954. 19 cm. 244 pages. 
100 illustrations and diagrams. Index. 

In this book, which has been well enough translated from the French, the architect 

Le Corbusier, who exerts so profound an influence on his professional colleagues 

in almost every country, explains the system of measurement which he has devised 

and the way in which it has evolved. The Modulor, as he calls it, is based on the 
proportions of the human body and on mathematics. It is not intended to supersede 
the metre or the foot, but is a tool for use in all problems of design. The publishers 
deserve congratulation for introducing this important invention to a wider range of 
readers. (701) 


THE VOICES OF SILENCE. André Malraux. Translated from the French 
by Stuart Gilbert. Secker & Warburg, 120s. 1954. 23 cm. 662 pages. 15 colour 
plates. 400 illustrations in text. 


This important study, by a leading contemporary French writer and philosopher, 
is both a general survey of art history in its widest aspects and the personal mani- 
festation of an informed and sensitive mind. Part One deals with the influence of the 
art museum, ‘a purely European growth’, in detaching art objects from their original 
setting and establishing a new criterion of value based primarily on style; the part 
played by photography in familiarising artists and students with a far wider range 
of art objects and styles than was possible in past centuries is also examined. Part Two 
deals with the ideas behind plastic forms, especially the evolution from classical to 
Christian conceptions. Parts Three and Four analyse historical styles and the develop- 
ments in the artist’s perception which constantly transform modes of artistic 
expression. The book is full of original, controversial ideas. (701) 


THE CONCISE ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF ANTIQUES. Compiled by 
The Connoisseur. Edited by L. G. G. Ramsey. The Connoisseur, 428. 1954. 25 cm. 
304 pages (16 of advertisements). 176 plates. Numerous drawings in text. Biblio- 
graphy. Index. 

Among the numerous manuals on antiques published in recent years this is out- 

standing for its sensible plan and concise treatment of the subjects covered. Written 

by a team of experts, the Encyclopaedia comprises sections on Furniture, English 

Glass, Ceramics, English Painted Enamels, British Pewter, Silver, Jewellery, Clocks 

and Watches, Arms and Armour, Book Collecting, Embroidery, Oriental Carpets, 

Portrait Miniatures, English Drawing, Prints and Watercolours, and Continental 

Painting. A glossary of terms and styles is included for most of the subjects, preceded 

by a brief discussion emphasising collectors’ points of technique, methods, pitfalls, 

etc. Attention is given mainly to antiques likely to be collected by English-speaking 
enthusiasts, the chapter on American furniture being of special interest. The omission 
of French furniture and coins on the grounds that they are ‘specialist’ subjects is 

not entirely convincing in a book of this wide scope and excellent execution. (703) 
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THE CONNOISSEUR YEAR BOOK, 1954. Edited and compiled by 
L. G. G. Ramsey. The Connoisseur, 21s. 1953. 314m. 168 pages (so pages of 
advertisements). 3 colour plates. Numerous illustrations in the text. Bibliography. 

This annual, published by the leading antiques review, contains fifteen articles by 

experts, notes on London auction sales of art objects 1952-53 and a list of important 

books published during the same period. A number of the articles deal with ‘statel 
homes’ in Great Britain and the United States; the accounts of Hagley Hall 

(Worcestershire), Drumlanrig Castle (Dumfriesshire), Powis Castle (Montgomery- 

shire) and Williamsburg (Virginia, U.S.A.) are embellished with magnificent plates, 

as are the remaining articles on such diverse subjects as German Baroque Art, French 

Canadian Furniture, the Neuhoff private collection of English antiques on Long 

Island, and the Romanesque stone carvings of the occupations of the months on the 

doorways of Ferrara Cathedral. The book is worthy of a permanent place on 

any art-lover’s shelves on account of the illustrations alone. (705-8) 


Architecture 
HOME AND ENVIRONMENT. Walter Segal. 2nd edition. Leonard Hill, 
428. 1953. 284 cm. 266 pages. 313 illustrations. Endpaper plans. Index. 

This outstanding work, the product of the experience and theories of an architect 
of rare sensibility, long associated with housing design, was first published in 1948. 
Its reappearance in an enlarged edition is particularly welcome at a time of reduction 
in housing standards, to which the author is stoutly opposed. The planning and 
requirements of all types of small houses, flats and maisonettes are thoroughly 
and constructively analysed, special attention being devoted to site planning and 
layout technique. The volume, which is simply and logically arranged, should have 
as wide an appeal to laymen as to those who are professionally concerned with the 
design and building of houses. For the latter, indeed, it is essential reading. (728) 


Dolls’ Houses 


A HISTORY OF DOLLS’ HOUSES. Four Centuries of the Domestic 
World in Miniature. Flora Gill Jacobs. Cassell, 32s.6d. 1954. 22 cm. 320 pages. 
117 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 

This book, by an American enthusiast, is, she believes, the first to be devoted to the 

subject in general, though there have been monographs on such well-known 

examples as Queen Mary’s Dolls’ House (which is one of the attractions of Windsor 

Castle) and on those of Holland. The author has ranged back to early times, but 

the weight of her work is concentrated upon choice houses in Great Britain, America, 

Holland, France and Germany, few of which are earlier than the eighteenth century. 

Her research has been based first upon the detailed monographs, then upon a 

considerable assembly of newspaper articles, and finally upon personal enquiry. 

The outcome is a book useful in scope, readable, full on the historical side without 

being a work of learning, and of much interest as showing what a variety of 

knowledge and pleasure may be gained through these miniature enshrinements 

of domestic life. (745) 


Lettering 


ALPHABETS. An Introductory Treatise on Written and Printed Letter Forms 
for the Use of Students. Laurence Scarfe. Batsford, 30s. 1954. 264 cm. 192 pages. 
Numerous illustrations. 

This ingeniously planned textbook begins with an historical section on the alphabet 

as written from Roman times, through the Carolingian minuscule and various 
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forms of Gothic script, to the humanistic calligraphy of the Renaissance. The story 
is then taken up by printed types of the fifteenth to twentieth centuries. Both sections 
are profusely illustrated with examples. The latter part of the book is devoted to 
facsimiles of typefaces in use today, printed on different coloured papers for ease 
of reference. Written for typographers, designers and students, for whom a worki 

knowledge of historical and contemporary alphabets is essential, this book will also 
interest all those concerned with the present-day improvement of letter forms in 
handwriting and printing. (745°6) 


Quilting 
TRADITIONAL QUILTING. Its Story and Its Practice. Mavis Fitzrandolph. 
Batsford, 21s. 1954. 23 cm. 168 pages. $7 photographs. 9 line drawings. Index. 

‘ During the financial depression of the "twenties, the author worked with the Rural 
Industries Bureau to revive in South Wales, Durham and Northumberland the 
almost forgotten craft of making quilts, defined as ‘bed covers of two cloths sewed 
together with something soft between them’. She has now written a fascinating 
study of the craft itself, of quilters living and dead, of their methods of working, 
materials and the patterns they design and use, copiously illustrated with excellent 
photographs of many lovely quilts, old and new, and of close-ups of expert quilters 
at work—an invaluable guide to present day practitioners. (746-4) 


Painting 

EL GRECO: PAINTINGS AND SCULPTURES. Ludwig Goldscheider. 
3rd edition. Phaidon Press, 42s. 1954. 30 cm. 223 pages. 208 plates (13 in colour). 
Bibliography. Indexes. 

This popular picture book, which reproduces the main works of the Greek-born 

painter Domenico Theotocopuli (c.1545-1614), better known as El Greco, first 

appeared in 1938. The original 16-page introduction is reprinted without change, 

but there are a number of new illustrations (including four sculptures) and colour 

plates. Each illustration carries a caption giving the title, date, measurements and 

present location, and there are three pages of additional notes to some of the plates. 

The many details reproduced make this an essential book for students. (759-6) 


THE ART OF RUBERY BENNETT. Introduction by William Dargie. 
Angus & Robertson (Sydney, Australia, and London), 84s. 1954. 29 cm. 18 pages of 
text. 23 colour plates. 


Rubery Bennett is one of Australia’s foremost landscape artists in oils; his works 
have been purchased by the National Art Gallery, Melbourne, and the Common- 
wealth government. The illustrations in this book are fine examples of his skill as a 
factual portrayer of the Australian scene and particularly that of New South Wales. 
William Dargie, a fellow artist, has provided an interesting foreword on traditional 
and modern art. The book itself is a pleasing example of Australian printing. (759-994) 


Lithography 
150 YEARS OF ARTISTS’ LITHOGRAPHS, 1803-1953. Felix. H. 


Man. Heinemann, 84s. 1954. 29} cm. 62 pages. 123 plates (12 in colour). Glossary. 
Bibliography. Index. 
Lithography is one of the newest of the graphic arts, being invented only just over 
1§0 years ago by the German-born engraver Aloys Senefelder. In the intervening 
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period many eminent artists have worked in this medium, including Blake, Ingres, 
Daumier, Whistler, Chagall and Sutherland. This guide, written by a painstaking 
investigator into the early history of lithography, fills a gap in the literature on the 
subject. It contains a 36-page introduction, followed by a pictorial section of 
reproductions, and concludes with a final section of Notes on Artists and their 
Work, an exhaustive bibliography, and a list of technical terms useful to the student 
and amateur of lithographs. (763) 


Music 


FIDDLING WHILE ROME BURNS. A Musician’s Apology. George 
Dyson. Oxford University Press, 15s. 1954. 20 cm. 150 pages. Index. 


This stimulating book should be read by everyone who wishes to understand the 
complex, amazingly vigorous musical life of Britain in relation to the modern 
world. The author, perhaps best known for his work as Director of the Royal 
College of Music, examines the radical and far-reaching changes that have taken 
place since 1900. Two chapters of modest autobiography introduce reflections on 
such diverse matters as tradition in performance, vocational training, the principles 
of criticism, and the new patronage born of the work of the B.B.C. and the Arts 
Council. Sir George presents his views thoughtfully and objectively except for an 
unreasoned disparagement of musicology. (780-4) 


SCHUBERT’S VARIATIONS. Maurice J. E. Brown. Macmillan, 12s.6d. 
19$4. 22cm. 116 pages. Frontispiece. 27 musical illustrations. Indexes. 


In this slight, but scholarly monograph Mr. Brown makes a new approach to 
Schubert by tracing the variation form as it developed through his whole life. 
Analysis of sixteen pieces—separate works and movements from symphonies, 
sonatas and chamber music—the earliest composed in 1815, the last in 1827, shows 
how hardly he mastered it, attractive though it was. A sympathetic assessment of 
Schubert’s weakness and strength takes into account his frequent use of themes 
borrowed from his own songs, and compares his variations with those of his con- 
temporaries. Mr. Brown also explains the strange decline, visible in the works of 
1827, from the mastery of 1824-26. (780-92) 


THE MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS OF THE NATIVE RACES OF 
SOUTH AFRICA. Percival R. Kirby. Witwatersrand University Press 
(Johannesburg, South Africa), 42s. 1953. 25cm. 306 pages. 158 illustrations. 
Drawings in text. Musical examples. Map. Index. 


First published in 1934, this book was quickly recognised as a notable contribution 
both to comparative ethnology and anthropology, and to organology. It has not 
been superseded in range and thoroughness. Professor Kirby collected his material 
from first-hand observation of, even from participation in, the life and ceremonies 
of the tribes in his ambit. He has quoted extensively from the writings of travellers 
to show how native musical culture has evolved from early times to the present 
day. Expert field-work was backed by brilliant analyses of the music and of the 
acoustical properties of instruments. Of these Professor Kirby has noted nearly a 
score, in eight different categories, with many local variants, which, when considered 
in conjunction with the complex rhythm of songs and dances, show how rich is 
the musical life of primitive races. (780-968) 
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VENETIAN OPERA IN THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY. Simon 
Towneley Worsthorne. Oxford University Press, 50s. 1954. 284.cm. 206 pages. 
36 illustrations, including map. Musical examples. Bibliography. Indexes. 


In Venice, from 1600 onwards, opera grew to full stature in the hands of such great 
composers as Monteverde, Cavalli and Cesti. Till now, no comprehensive survey of 
the whole period has been attempted. Mr. Worsthorne’s book fills the gap almost 
completely. His discussion of the historical, aesthetic, economic and social back- 
ground is excellent. Research into Venetian archives has enabled him to unearth 
many new facts about décor, theatrical management, architectural detail, and the 
complicated machinery by which the elaborate and gorgeous spectacle was controlled. 
Two contemporary accounts of action and spectacles make fascinating reading. But 
Mr. Worsthorne’s criticism of the music is somewhat derivative, and so not on the 
same level of scholarship as the rest of the book. Nevertheless it is an important 
contribution to operatic history, indispensable to students. (782-1) 


THE WESTMINSTER ABBEY SINGERS. Edward Pine. Dobson, 18s. 
1954. 224 cm. 270 pages. 9 plates. Index. 


The Choir School of Westminster Abbey has played a vital part in the life of the 
Abbey church for nearly five centuries. Its story is now told for the first time by 
the Senior Master, who has been able to draw heavily upon the Abbey Muniments. 
So copious, indeed, are these quotations that they interrupt the narrative, and could 
better have been summarised as appendices. Nevertheless the book is valuable 
because it fills a gap in the history of English church music. The fluctuations of the 
school’s fortunes are followed against the rich background of state ceremonial, 
particularly Coronations: fresh details of that of Queen Elizabeth II should revive 
many splendid memories. (783-8) 


THE CLARINET. Some Notes upon its History and Construction. F. Geoffrey 
Rendall. Williams & Norgate, 21s. 1954. 224. cm. 198 pages. 8 plates. 16 illus- 
trations in text. Bibliography. Indexes. (Instruments of the Orchestra) 


A life-time of research has gone to make this the most exhaustive book, in any 
language, on the clarinet. It tells the story of two centuries of experiment, all over 
Europe, to achieve perfection of tone and mechanism, and to circumvent the 
embarrassing laws of acoustics and the limitations of fingering. Two chapters are 
devoted to the clarinet as a concert instrument and four more to the description 
of the basset-horn, the bass clarinet and other members of the family. Their unrivalled 
range of sonoritics and numerous varieties of pitch are seen to be the result of the 
combined efforts of virtuosi and makers to satisfy the demands of composers. Mr. 
Rendall illumines a technical book with an enthusiasm that shines through the factual 
style. The appendix of instrument makers and an extensive, classified list of 
compositions, with publishers, should make the book as valuable to librarians as 
performers. (788-6) 


The Theatre 


SHAKESPEAREAN PLAYERS AND PERFORMANCES. Arthur 
Colby Sprague. Black, 15s. 1954. 22cm. 236 pages. 12 illustrations. Notes. 
Indexes. 

This book, both entertaining and instructive, will delight the playgoer, and students 

will find its accurate, well-documented accounts of performances useful in their 

studies. Professor Sprague, by quotation and imaginative reconstruction, has built 
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up eight pictures of single performances given by Betterton, Garrick, Kemble, 
Mrs. Siddons, Edmund Kean, Macready, Irving and Edwin Booth in Shakespearean 
parts. He follows his ‘recreations’ with some account of the actor’s style and particular 
achievement. The last two chapters of the book are devoted to William Poel 
(1852-1934), first modern English Shakespearean producer, and to productions since 
the 1920s he has witnessed himself. (792) 


EAST END ENTERTAINMENT. A. E. Wilson. Barker, 30s. 1954. 224 cm. 
240 pages. 27 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 
Already known for his theatre histories and volumes of dramatic criticism, Mr. 
A. E. Wilson now establishes the importance of the East End in the dramatic history 
of London. He recalls that it was in Shoreditch that the very earliest theatres were 
built, in 1576 and 1577, and that David Garrick made his first appearance there. 
The greater part of the book concerns the six theatres opened simultaneously in the 
East End in the last century, and discusses the fortunes of their managers, the stock 
companies, and also the conditions of the times. He describes how these theatres 
satisfied the needs of their time and how, save for the Theatre Royal, Stratford, 
all vanished with the coming of the cinema. (792-0942) 


The Cinema 

COCTEAU ON THE FILM. A Conversation recorded by André Fraigneau. 
Translated from the French by Vera Traill. Dobson, 12s.6d. 1954. 20} cm. 
140 pages. 18 photographs. (International Theatre and Cinema) 


The record of a series of conversations in which Cocteau argues most illuminatingly 
with his friend André Fraigneau on the special problems he has had to face in film- 
making, and the significance of his own work for the screen. Cocteau’s attitude is 
that of the poet who likes to work in the medium every so often when its special 
qualities suit the subject he feels he must create. He therefore speaks only as an 
artist concerned to use the film’s most expressive qualities. The book is a valuable 
addition to film theory. (792-93) 


Sports and Games 


TENNIS IN OUR TIME. Susan Noel. W. H. Allen, 15s. 1954. 224 cm. 
208 pages. 15 photographs. 
on 


An expert examination of the game of lawn tennis as developed in modern times 
and as it exists at the start of the 1954 season. The styles of play of the modern 
champions, men and women, are discussed with comments on the various players’ 
personal characteristics. The author describes the Wimbledon organisation and deals 
frankly with the subject of the effect of big money on the modern game and the 
difficult question of the dividing line between the amateur and the professional 


player. (796-34) 


THE OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE BOAT RACE 1829-1953. 
R. D. Burnell. Oxford University Press, 21s. 1954. 22 cm. 258 pages. 8 illustrations. 

5 maps. Tables. Indexes. 
This is hardly a book for the general reader, but the rowing enthusiast will find, 
set down in a pleasant, easy style, a full documentation of all aspects of the Boat 
Race—historical, technical, topographical, statistical and other—and authoritative 
discussion of many questions of perennial interest to oarsmen and their coaches. 
(797°) 
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BRITISH AND INTERNATIONAL RACING YACHT CLASSES. 
Edited by H. E. Whitaker. Ward, Lock, 25s. 1954. 224 cm. 256 pages. 60 photo- 
graphs. 90 plans and diagrams. Index. 


This book is a comprehensive guide to the principal racing yacht classes in Britain, 
Europe and America, and covers the three main branches of yacht racing—ocean, 
inshore and dinghy. A popular selection of classes has been made and each of these 
is dealt with by an eminent authority. The history, characteristics and development 
of the separate classes, together with hints on tuning and sailing, are supplemented 
by a generous number of good illustrations. The book is a useful source of information 
for newcomers, and old hands will find much to interest them and almost certainly 
plenty to inform them. (797°14) 


AFRICAN FURY. George Michael. Michael Joseph, 18s. 1954. 20}cm. 220 
pages. 25 photographs. 


The author is a professional hunter of big game in South Africa, sometimes for 
Ne Ree friends or in charge of a party—but often as an expert called in to check 

e depredations of elephant or lion on cultivations or domestic animals. He recounts 
his experiences with zest; and modestly records feats with his rifle which would be 
almost incredible but for the evidence of the excellent photographs which confirm 
his stories. A lively and entertaining book, displaying considerable powers of 
narration and description. (799°3) 


LITERATURE 


THE WRITERS’ AND ARTISTS’ YEAR BOOK, 1954. A Directory 
for Writers, Artists, Playwrights, Film Writers, Photographers and Composers. 
47th year. Black, 7s.6d. 1954. 21 cm. 402 pages. Indexes. 


The two main sections give particulars and the requirements of journals and 
publishers in Britain, Eire, Australia, Canada, India, Pakistan, New Zealand, South 
Africa, and America. There follow information concerning agencies and societies, 
literary prizes, and a markets section providing data in respect of plays, scenarios, 
material for broadcasting, and markets for artists, designers and photographers. 
In the reference section is collected much general information, including legal 
matters, publishers’ agreements and the preparation of MSS. (808-06) 


American Literature 

THE LITERATURE OF THE UNITED STATES. Marcus Cunliffe. 
Penguin Books, 3s.6d. 1954. 18 cm. 384 pages. Chronology. Bibliography. Index. 
Paper covers. (Pelican Books) 


The task of covering so large a field, stretching from the seventeenth century to the 
present day, in a single volume is extremely formidable, and the author has wisely 
chosen to indicate only the largest features of his territory. He does this by outlining 
the dominant themes and problems which have confronted American writers: 
consequently his comparisons and generalisations are often of greater originality 
and value than the remarks on individual authors. Mr. Cunliffe is strongest on the 
American novelists, especially Melville and the expatriates, and seems to find modern 
poetry and criticism the most difficult to present. He includes a sensible biblio- 
graphy and in general the book is written in a lively style which well suits its purpose 
as an appetiser for closer study. (810-9) 
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REBELS AND ANCESTORS: THE AMERICAN NOVEL, 1890- 
1915. Maxwell Geismar. W. H. Allen, 25s. 1954. 21} cm. 448 pages. Biblio- 
graphy. Index. 


Mr. Geismar is an enthusiast for the naturalist movement in fiction. American 
history, during the period of which he writes, offered an immensely varied and 
seemingly inexhaustible territory in which each of the writers examined here 
mapped out a distinctive field: Frank Norris for the Far West, Jack London the 
newly discovered North, Ellen Glasgow the forgotten South, Stephen Crane the 
experience of modern war and Dreiser the extremes of the social scale. He relates 
their novels to the influences of Darwinism and scientific materialism, which played 
an important part in forming the naturalistic conception of fiction. These writers, 
he considers, were the true revolutionaries of the modern American novel. A 
powerfully conceived book, presented as much in terms of American social history 
as of literary criticism. (813-5) 


English Literature 


THE ENGLISH EPIC AND ITS BACKGROUND. E. M. W. Tillyard. 
Chatto & Windus, 25s. 1954. 224 cm. $58 pages. Index. 


Although, strictly speaking, English epic might be said to be confined to Paradise 
Lost, Dr. Tillyard is more interested in the spirit of epic than in a narrow definition 
of its form. The main requirements he considers to be a high seriousness in the choice of 
theme, an elevated command of style, ability to dispose the material as an ordered 
whole, a centred and balanced view of life, and finally the power to express the 
feelings of an important section of society. The last condition is, or course, what 
determines the form which the epic will take, which may vary drastically from one 
age to another. Among the works which he takes as examples of the epic spirit are 
Piers Plowman, Sidney's Arcadia, Pope’s Iliad and Gibbon’s Decline and Fall. A subject 
of major critical importance which is handled with originality and a cosmopolitan 
breadth of taste. (820-9) 


English Poetry 


GEORGE HERBERT. Margaret Bottrall. Murray, 15s. 1954. 22 cm. 164 pages. 
Frontispiece. Bibliography. Index. 


George Herbert’s poetic achievement has been overshadowed by that of John 
Donne, and Mrs. Bottrall aims here at placing it in a juster perspective. She treats 
The Temple as a spiritual autobiography, relating it to the poet’s life and conception 
of his pastoral vocation and finding in its technique affinities with Sidney: rather 
than with the ‘metaphysical’ poets. While offering little that is new, this book is a 
clearly written, sympathetic account of Herbert’s themes and literary craftsmanship. 
It will make a useful introduction for those unfamiliar with the poet and his Christian 
background. (821-4) 


BLAKE’S POEMS AND PROPHECIES. Introduction by Max Plowman. 
Reprint. Dent, 7s. 1954. 19cm. 472 pages. Bibliography. Notes. (Everyman's 
Library) 

William Blake (1757-1827) holds his place in English literature in lyrical and mystic 

poetry. His fresh lyricism anticipated the Romantic Movement by a generation, and 

his symbolical revelation of the human soul and the universe constitutes one of the 
greatest bodies of mystical poetry in literature. This volume includes work that 

illustrates his unique qualities as a very young poet, as the prophet constructing a 
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mythology to convey his ideas, and as the artist-engraver whose work has been 
famous ever since his own day. The illuminating introduction is a valuable guide in 
interpreting Blake’s mystical gospel. (821-7) 


MATTHEW ARNOLD. Poetry and Prose. Edited by John Bryson. Hart- 
Davis, 26s. 1954. 21 cm. 800 pages. Chronological table. Notes. Index. (Reynard 
Library) 


This volume successfully brings together the best of Arnold’s poetry, a representative 
body of his prose and a selection of his letters. The quality of his poetry has always 
been acknowledged and his greatest poems have a high place in the English literary 
heritage. Although his prose is not so well known and not easily available, it is in 
that part of his work that he deals with the problems of his time, and anticipates 
some of ours. He stood for the propagation of the best that is known and thought 
in the world; the study of literature as a guide to life, and a field for a free play of 
ideas that could be brought to bear on religion, politics and education. The recent 
revival of interest in the great Victorians will be further stimulated by this 
book. (821-8) 


SIX TENNYSON ESSAYS. Charles Tennyson. Cassell, 15s. 1954. 22 cm. 
208 pages. 
These essays discuss Tennyson’s humour, politics, religion and technique. Many 
quotations illustrate his sense of farce, sardonic humour and his appreciation of the 
rustic Lincolnshire humour. His religion and politics are seen related to contemporary 
controversies where the poet reflects wistfully on his hopes rather than his conclusions. 
The essays on technique touch Tennyson, the poet, more closely. The Idylls of the 
King are shown in the ‘note-book’ stages; the freedom of the poet’s treatment of 
various metres is illustrated, and an impression is given, on contemporary evidence 
including phonographic records, of Tennyson’s reading of his poems. The essays 
are a valuable contribution to Tennysonian studies. (821-8) 


COLLECTED POEMS. James Stephens. 2nd edition. Macmillan, 15s. 1954. 
19 cm. 416 pages. Indexes. 


Mr. Stephens is one of the few survivors of the Irish literary movement of the 
beginning of the century. Set beside the poetry of Yeats or even of A.E., Stephens’s 
talent is of a minor order, but it draws on the same sources of inspiration, the world 
of Celtic legend, dreams, and imaginative insight into nature. He creates a simple, 
pure music, his diction, which is = limited to monosyllables, being handled with 
remarkable skill. At his best in meditations on natural beauty such as “The Silver 
Car’, he has written also poems of great poignancy on the sufferings of the Irish 
civil war. (821-9) 


English Drama 
KING HENRY V. William Shakespeare. Edited by J. H. Walter. Methuen, 15s. 
1954. 22 cm. 216 pages. Bibliographical note. (Arden Shakespeare) 


This new edition follows the pattern which has made the Arden Shakespeare of 
such great value to students for over fifty years: the text is modernised, the foot- 
notes give the most important variant readings and full glossarial explanations, 
with many parallel passages from Elizabethan writers, and the introduction deals 
thoroughly with date, text, sources, etc. In this volume (the fifth to appear) Mr. 
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Walter gives particular attention to ‘the conversion of Prince Henry’, ‘the spiritual 
significance of the play’, and the indications that in an earlier version Falstaff 
accompanied Henry V on his invasion of France. Appendices give extracts from 
Holinshed’s Chronicles and from The Famous Victories of Henry the Fift. (822-3) 


THE FACE OF VIOLENCE. An Essay with a Play. J. Bronowski. Turnstile 
Press, 98.6d. 1954. 204 cm. 128 pages. 


This successful radio play seeks to dramatise the nature and the causes of violence in 
modern society. The hero, an ex-soldier, is haunted by a crime of mass-hysteria 
which he witnessed while a prisoner and the plot follows his search for the perpetrator 
of the murder. Mr. Bronowski has written it in a colloquial prose with verse inter- 
ludes. He is not a born poet, but his dialogue is handled with skill and terseness so 
that the excitement of the theme is constantly sustained. In a powerfully argued 
preface he traces society’s sense of guilt from its anthropological origins to its mass 
manifestations today. (822-9) 


THE CONFIDENTIAL CLERK. A Play. T. S. Eliot. Faber, 1os.6d. 1954. 
224 cm. 136 pages. 
The characters in Mr. T. S. Eliot’s fourth play have two tasks, to discover who 
they are in relation to one another, in the physical sense, and, much more difficult 
and never fully resolved, to learn what each is himself. The solution of the first 
problem provides the comedy, Roman or Gilbertian as you will. The Eliot quality 
which introduces the second, the spiritual theme, is interwoven into the plot and 
dialogue but only intermittently and weakly. This new verse play has neither the 
stature of The Family Reunion, nor the adroitness of The Cocktail Party, but it is, 
nevertheless, one of the major events in the theatre in both England and America. 
The text as here printed is a slightly more extended one than that used on the 
stage. (822-9) 


TREASURE ON PELICAN. A Play in Three Acts. J. B. Priestley. Evans 
Bros., $s. 1954. 21 cm. 90 pages. Paper covers. (Evans Plays) 


Treasure on Pelican was originally written for television, and this stage version bears 
traces of its origin. However, the form of the play, a series of conferences and 
duologues, is suited both to Priestley’s particular modus operandi and to the theme of 
the play—the brittleness of friendship once faced with covetousness. As a newly 
post-war play, it finds a parallel in the contentious scenes round the peace conference 
tables. It was televised in 1951 and first performed in the theatre in 1952. _ (822°9) 


UNDER MILK WOOD. A Play for Voices. Dylan Thomas. Preface by Daniel 
Jones. Dent, 8s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 112 pages. Notes. Songs. 


This book provides the complete text, together with songs and music (words by 
Dylan Thomas, settings by Daniel Jones), of the radio play on which the late Dylan 
Thomas had been working for five years and which he completed a few weeks before 
his death. Its subject is the life of a Welsh village by the sea during a day and a night. 
The characters are many and diverse—they are poetic fantasies of people rather than 
realistic portrayals, though they are sharply differentiated by the individuality of 
the sentences they utter, a tribute to Dylan Thomas’s mastery of the sound medium. 
The verbal virtuosity, the wit, the fancy, the humour—and above all, the abundance 
of warm human feeling—of this remarkable work are only a little less enjoyable in 
print than in the sound-medium for which it was so brilliantly conceived. (822-9) 
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English Fiction 
KATHERINE MANSFIELD. Ian A. Gordon. Longmans for the British Council, 


2s. 19$4. 214. cm. 36 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Bibliography. Index of stories. 
Paper covers. (Bibliographical Supplements to ‘British Book News’) 


It is only quite recently that critics have recognised that a knowledge of Katherine 
Mansfield’s New Zealand background and her early years in London could guide 
the appreciation of her stories. Dr. Gordon, himself a New Zealander, has mastered the 
available sources, and in fact Katherine Mansfield’s genius for making her experience 
universal stands out the more clearly when we learn how limited this was. He singles 
out for especial praise Katherine Mansfield’s subtlety in the use of time in her 
narrative technique, in which she can fairly claim to have been the predecessor of 
James Joyce and Virginia Woolf. (823-9) 


German Literature 
RILKE’S CRAFTSMANSHIP. An Analysis of his Poetic Style. H. W. 


Belmore. Blackwell (Oxford), 25s. 1954. 224m. 244 pages. Index. (Modern 
Language Studies) 


This close study of Rilke’s poetic art is an expanded university thesis which, in its 
almost mathematical survey and analysis of verse forms, technical devices, language 
and stylistic development, offers a handy guide to the poet’s remarkably rich and 
subtle technique. Rilke’s versifying facility led to the production of a certain quantity 
of poetry which is tedious and perhaps pretentious, but he was a great master and 
creator of poetic language. This analysis helps to reveal how he achieved the atmo- 
sphere which is peculiarly “Rilkean’ and which so many younger German poets have 
attempted to reproduce. (831-9) 


French Literature 


METAPHYSICAL, BAROQUE AND PRECIEUX POETRY. Odette 
de Mourgues. Oxford University Press, 21s. 1953. 224 cm. 192 pages. Bibliography. 
Index. 

A critical work of a rare and much-needed kind. The terms metaphysical, baroque, 

and précieux have been used, sometimes indiscriminately, sometimes arbitrarily, 

often controversially, in Renaissance literary studies, and Madame de Mourgues, a 

scholar from Aix-en-Provence and Cambridge, now attempts to disentangle them 

and define their proper application. Each term is considered, the various senses 
that have been given to it discussed, and the kinds of poetry to which it may legiti- 
mately be attached determined. The author is able to base her categories securely 
upon sensitive analysis of French and English poems, thus giving authority to the 
distinctions she makes; but, recognising that one writer may be metaphysical and 
baroque at different times, she avoids the over-simplification that rigid classification 
by poets would produce. Her book is an important contribution to the study of 
poetry from Ronsard to La Fontaine in France, from Sidney to Marvell in 
England. (841-3) 


THE ART OF PAUL VALERY. A Study in Dramatic Monologue. Francis 
Scarfe. Heinemann, 25s. 1954. 22cm. 352 pages. Notes. Chronological table. 
Bibliography. Index. 

Although Mr. Scarfe’s avowed intention is to confine himself to Valéry’s poetry 

and particularly to the dramatic monologue therein, he recognises that the poetry 
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is attached to the rest of the work and uses it to throw light upon the poetry when 
needed. He studies the evolution of the dramatic monologue through Racine, 
Hugo, Laforgue, Mallarmé to T. S. Eliot, then turns to analysis and appreciation 
of it in Valéry. He shows how Valéry’s poetry depends mainly on the need to 
dramatise the relationship of the human mind to the body; he is persuasive but 
never dogmatic; at the end of each chapter he adds valuable notes, and has thus 
written what is so far the best book in English on this intensely musical, great French 


poct. (841-9) 


IN THE MESH. A Scenario. Jean-Paul Sartre. Translated from the French by 
Mervyn Savill. Dakers, 9s. 1954. 19 cm. 128 pages. 


Composed in the form of a scenario, this book describes the last stages in the career 
of a once popular revolutionary dictator, destined to be killed at the hands of his 
own people. The evidence at his trial is introduced as a series of flash-backs revealing 
the crucial episodes in his rise and fall. Personal responsibility and the inevitable 
cycle of crimes committed in the name of the revolution are the themes of the 
action which bears several resemblances to the plot of Les Mains Sales, written not 
long before. These issues are powerfully presented, though less subtly than in 
the earlier play. (842-9) 


Italian Literature 


GIACOMO LEOPARDI. J. H. Whitfield. Blackwell (Oxford), 25s. 1954. 
22$ cm. 276 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Bibliography. Index. 


A closely argued and scholarly criticism which assumes a specialist’s knowledge 
both of Italian and of Leopardi’s work. Professor Whitfield is concerned to vindicate 
Leopardi as an affirmative writer, not the negative and nihilistic genius some of his 
detractors have represented him as being. He pays particular attention to the 
Zibaldone, his journal of ideas, which has been a good deal less noticed by English 
critics and translators than his lyrical poetry. Comparing Leopardi with such 
contemporaries as Keats and Shelley, he points out how far his poetry, though 
rooted in the romantic movement, stood in advance of the poetic climate and taste 
of the time. Professor Whitfield’s survey, while extremely thorough, is written in 
an involved style which does not make for an easy or fluent exposition of his 
ideas. (851-7) 


HISTORY [AND GEOGRAPHY] 


Travel and Topography 


ACKERMANN’S OXFORD. A Selection of Plates from Rudolph Acker- 
mann’s A History of the University of Oxford, its Colleges, Halls, and Public 
Buildings 1814 and James Ingram’s Memorials of Oxford 1837. With notes by 
H. M. Colvin. Penguin Books, ss. 1954. 184 cm. 36 pages. 16 colour plates. 8 black- 
and-white illustrations. (King Penguin Books) 


Howard Colvin, Oxford don, brilliant medievalist and architectural historian of 
growing reputation, has chosen eight black-and-white illustrations from Ingram’s 
Memorials of Oxford and sixteen colour plates from Ackermann’s celebrated History 
of the University of Oxford and woven about them a pleasant little book with scholarly 
notes on the colleges and other buildings depicted. (9142) 


287 








THE MENDIPS. A. W. Coysh, E. J. Mason and V. Waite. Hale, 18s. 1954. 
22cm. 242 pases 25 photographs. 7 line drawings. Bibliography. Index. 
(Regional Books) 


A geologist, a cave explorer, and a history teacher have pooled their knowledge to 
produce an authoritative book of regional interest. They have rightly concentrated 
their attention on the special features of this Somerset plateau: its limestone caves 
and the highly organised modern sport of ‘caving’, its too popular gorges, the story 
of the now extinct lead and calamine mining, and the village churches with their 
lovely towers, woodcarvings, and stone pulpits. Chapters are devoted to the small 
coalfield, the present state of farming, and the outlying island of Steep Holm. (914-2) 


THIS IS KASHMIR. Pearce Gervis. Cassell, 25s. 1954. 224m. 348 pages. 
26 plates (2 in colour). Map. 


The author of an unusual book, The Sierra Leone Story, now writes an equally 
unusual one on Kashmir. Mr. Gervis reveals one of the loveliest of valleys where 
time saunters and the quiet rivers carry a placid boat life of their own. Echoes of 
past histories, the fragrance of saffron fields and the soft colours of Kashmir shawls, 
are the background to engaging studies of modern peasant and artisan life. He 
aints an enchanting picture of hills and valleys which, no less today than throughout 
uistory, have seen little but oppression, invasion and dissension. (915-4) 


A VILLAGE IN ANATOLIA. Mahmut Makal. Translated from the Turkish 
by Sir Wyndham Deedes. Edited by Paul Stirling. Vallentine, Mitchell, 18s. 1954. 
22 cm. 208 pages. 17 photographs. Map. Glossary. 


This is a book of considerable interest, being a series of sketches by a young Turkish 
schoolmaster of Anatolian village life in transition from the old order to the new. 
He writes with indignation and scorn of the ignorance and poverty, perhaps a little 
too precipitately, since Central Anatolia is harsh and infertile and had been severely 
stricken by famine. It is clear that the old ways still have a strong hold on the 
villagers, and that peasants are much the same the world over: hence the author’s 
crusading spirit found much to fight against. His style is refreshingly direct and 
down to earth. The editor has understandably taken great care to put these sketches 
in perspective and to counter the impression that they portray conditions general in 
Turkey. (915-61) 


THE AMAZON TRAIL. An Epic Journey through the Amazon Jungle and 
the Discovery of a Lost City. Percy A. Reuss. Batchworth Press, 14s. 1954. 22 cm. 
220 pages. 11 illustrations (including frontispiece in colour). Tailpiece decorations. 
2 maps. 


This is presented as the narrative of an expedition made fifty years ago to an unknown 
Inca city in the Amazon forest. The author has obviously an extensive experience 
of South America, but the circumstances of the journey and escape, as related here, 
were such that no independent evidence for these exciting and romantic events 
survived. However, there are doubtless many mysteries still hidden in these tropical 
forests, and a feeling of scepticism will not prevent the reader from enjoying a good 
story in the Rider Haggard vein. (918-11) 
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CANBERRA: A Nation’s Capital. Edited by H. L. White. Angus & Robertson 
(Sydney, Australia, and London), 35s. 1954. 224 cm. 260 pages. 1 colour illustration. 
64 plates. Endpaper map. Bibliography. 

This handbook, originally prepared for the 1954 Canberra meeting of the Australian 

and New Zealand Association for the Advancement of Science, is edited by the 

Librarian of the Commonwealth National Library and provides, for the first time, 

what may be regarded as a standard reference work on Canberra and the 

Australian Capital Territory. Expert contributions are arranged in three sections: 

the Australian Capital Territory and Canberra as political entities, the Australian 

Capital Territory as a region, and Canberra as a city. The volume is well produced, 

and has an excellent select bibliography. (919-47) 


Biography 

THE BORMANN LETTERS. The Private Correspondence between Martin 
Bormann and his Wife from January 1943 to April 1945. Edited with an intro- 
duction and notes by H. R. Trevor-Roper. Translated from the German by 
R. H. Stevens. Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 16s. 1954. 22 cm. 224 pages. Frontispiece 
facsimile. 5 photographs. Index. 


The mawkishness and commonplace style of these letters between Martin Bormann, 
head of the Nazi Party machine, and his wife tend to veil their value as social and 
political documents. Bormann’s loyalty was entirely given to Hitler, and he usually 
mentions other party officials without comment, except for Goering, whom he 
disliked and despised. The mounting tension in the last twilit year is inescapable. 
The references to physical malaise resulting from overwork, to the pitiful expedients 
resorted to in a vain attempt to stem the invasion from East and West, and to the 
devastation caused by ceaseless air attacks, are all the more telling as incidentals in 
what are primarily personal letters. Mr. Trevor-Roper’s useful introduction puts 
the correspondence in its historical setting. (92) 


CATHERINE THE GREAT and Other Studies. G. P. Gooch. Longmans, 21s. 
1954. 22} cm. 304 pages. 3 portraits. Index. 


Readers of Dr. Gooch’s earlier essays will be glad of the first study in this new 
volume. It is a long character sketch of Catherine the Great complementary to his 
previous essays on Frederick the Great and Maria Theresa, and concludes a trilog 

illustrating enlightened despotism in action. Like the former essays it brings to life 
the historical personality from a close study of memoirs, correspondence, table 
talk, and the comments of friends and foes. In the second section of the book the 
author describes four French salons of the eighteenth century. The third section is a 
long study of Voltaire as a historian, and the fourth discusses the legacy of 
Bismarck. (92) 


THE SELECTED LETTERS OF GUSTAVE FLAUBERT. Translated 
from the French and edited with an introduction by Francis Steegmuller. Hamish 
Hamilton, 18s. 1954. 22 cm. 254 pages. 10 illustrations. Biographical notes. Index. 

The great novelist Flaubert was equally as great a letter writer. Mr. Steegmuller 

justly claims that his correspondence is probably ‘the most complete statement in 

existence of the artist’s duty to maintain his independence’. It reveals, moreover, 
the passionate humanity of the man who held that nothing of an author’s personal 
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feelings should appear in his books. This selection from letters over the years 1830-80 
gives the picture of Flaubert’s whole career: his loves, his literary friendships, his 
ambitions and his misfortunes. The translation is at times pedestrian and too free, 
but translating Flaubert is a gallant enterprise. (92) 


VAGRANT VIKING. My Life and Adventures. Peter Freuchen. Translated 
from the Danish by Johan Hambro. Gollancz, 18s. 1954. 22cm. 432 pages. 
Portrait frontispiece. Endpaper maps. Index. 


Peter Freuchen’s experiences have been varied and unexpected, and generally with 
a strongly pronounced flavour of the tragic, the macabre, or the comic. His years 
in Greenland, many of them in association with that great explorer, Knud Rasmussen, 
called forth all his toughness of mind and body. He moved on to the film world of 
Hollywood and then to a career as lecturer and novelist, interrupted by years of peril 
in the Danish underground movement. A man of courage, resource, and strong 
convictions, he is also a born recounter of stories, with a sense of humour some- 
times grim, often broad. His autobiography is extremely readable, but would be 
more worthy of its subject if some trivialities had been omitted. (92) 


THE FIRST DECADENT. Being the Strange Life of J. K. Huysmans. James 
Laver. Faber, 25s. 1954. 224 cm. 284 pages. 9 plates. Bibliography. Index. 


Whether indeed Huysmans was the first decadent is a matter for discussion and 
definition. Influenced by Baudelaire, Zola and the Catholic Symbolists, he was 
indubitably a great artist and innovator. His later novels are the record of his 
pilgrimage towards the Catholic faith, and A Rebours is a document no psychologist 
can neglect. Mr. Laver’s Life recounts the journey of this vice-addicted, doubt- 
racked soul, touched by ‘Grace’ up to the bourne of a saintly death. He gives, too, 
an acutely drawn if somewhat horrifying picture of religious conflicts in the back- 
ground of the ‘eighties and ‘nineties in France. (92) 


THE LAMARTINE LADIES. Laura M. Ragg. Macdonald, 16s. 1954. 22 cm. 
288 pages. 9 illustrations. 2 genealogical tables. Bibliography. Index. 


It used to be the fashion gently to mock at Lamartine surrounded by an adoring 
choir of mother, five sisters and wife. Mrs. Ragg shatters that legend. She studies 
the three gracious intelligent women who were devoted to the noble poet- 
statesman: his mother, his English-born wife, and his niece Valentine. She is steeped 
in her subject from every point of view, and in studying these ladies has in fact 
written a life of the great Romantic poet no student of the period can neglect, and 
a social and political history of France from 1790 to 1869 of absorbing interest. (92) 


LORD PALMERSTON. W. Baring Pemberton. Batchworth Press, 25s. 1954. 
22 cm. 376 pages. 19 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 


Mr. Pemberton’s even-tempered study of Palmerston’s career, which has occasioned 
as much historical as contemporary controversy, shows Palmerston as a patriot, 
but not an expansionist, zealous at all times for the increase of liberal government 
and the destruction of autocratic rule necessarily entailed by this view. The execution 
of his policy was made possible by naval and commercial strength, combined with 
Palmerston’s own ‘expertise’ in foreign affairs. When one of these factors failed— 
as in the Schleswig question—then his liberal objectives could not be attained. 
The intricacies of maar history yield to the author’s deft analysis and easy 


style. (92) 
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THE PINK HOUSE IN ANGEL STREET. The Story of a Family. 
Reginald Thompson. Dobson, 15s. 1954. 224 cm. 256 pages. 


This book describes a succession of personal problems which would have desolated 
most men. The author, a free-lance journalist, found himself, after the end of the 
war, with no money, no home, a wife living apart from him, three growing children, 
and a beautiful Dutch girl about to become the mother of his child. His assets were 
his health, his skill with words, and a rich bachelor cousin who could always be 
relied upon to keep the wolf, if not from the garden then at least from the door. 
For frankness, the story would be difficult to match. The stresses do not in fact ease 
quickly or entirely, but by the end of an enthralling story at least the family is 
integrated, and the lovers married. (92) 


TURGENEV. A Life. David Magarshack. Faber, 25s. 1954. 224m. 328 pages. 
25 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 


Here is a book which does full justice to the rich contradictions in the character 
of this most Western in sympathy of all the great Russian masters of the nineteenth 
century. It appreciates Turgenev's gentleness and almost legendary charm without 
sparing his weakness of will and tendencies to hypochondria. It provides, too, an 
excellent account of the Russian literary background and of the numerous quarrels 
with his contemporaries. The author has also made use of much new material, 
including unpublished correspondence with Mme. Viardot, so long the object of 
Turgenev’s ill-requited devotion, and there is a delightfully ironical description of his 
impressions of England. Turgenev is a rewarding subject and Mr. Magarshack 
handles his story with exceptional insight and narrative skill. (92) 


THE ADVENTURES OF JOHN WETHERELL. Edited and with an 
introduction by C. S. Forester. Michael Joseph, 18s. 1954. 224m. 276 pages. 
7 illustrations. Endpaper facsimiles. 


There is a great literature about the navy of Nelson’s day. Among it is far too little 
from the lower-deck. This is a rich addition. John Wetherell was already a prime 
seaman when, in March 1803, he was press-ganged for service in H.M. frigate 
Hussar. He was badly treated, like all the crew, and it was with some relief that 
after shipwreck, in the following year, he surrendered as prisoner of war. He spent 
eleven years in France, saw Napoleon at Givet, educated himself in music and 
navigation, and was liberated by Wellington’s conquering army. Wetherell, 
resourceful, vivid, extraverted, is an enthralling if simple writer. His narrative 
switches from sea to captivity without losing its momentum. (92) 


FRIENDS APART. A Memoir of Esmond Romilly and Jasper Ridley in the 
Thirties. Philip Toynbee. MacGibbon & Kee, 12s.6d. 1954. 20} cm. 190 pages. 
5 plates. 


Mr. Toynbee, novelist son of the celebrated historian, has portrayed herein two 
friends of his youth, both killed in the war. Esmond Romilly ran away from school 
at fifteen and became a ‘roaring and jocular nomad’, fighting in Spain and marrying 
a society girl who shared his extreme political views. Ridley, a witty and fastidious 
Oxonian, was ‘a divided man’ who was not spared long enough to develop his 
intellectual powers. ‘Esmond was unscrupulous but innocent’, says Mr. Toynbee, 
‘Jasper was scrupulous but uninnocent’. The two never met, but the twining themes, 
and Mr. Toynbee’s own detailed self-analysis of his earlier Communist days, is 
made engrossing. (920) 
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WHO’S WHO, 1954. An Annual Biographical Dictionary with which is 
incorporated “Men and Women of the Time’. 106th year. Black, 100s. 1954. 
22 cm. 3,266 pages. 

This biographical dictionary provides details, including the addresses, of personalities 

prominent in many spheres in Britain and the Commonwealth and of some eminent 

figures in foreign countries. The entries relating to authors give bibliographies of 

published works. The information is prepared by the subjects themselves, and a 

supplement brings the work up to date as far as January 1954. There is a section on 

members of the Royal Family, and an obituary section. (920) 


LIVES OF THE ENGLISH POETS. Vol. I. Cowley to Prior. Vol. IL. 
Congreve to Gray. Samuel Johnson. Introduction by L. Archer Hind. Reprint. 
Dent, 6s. cach. 1954. 19 cm. 412: 398 pages. Bibliography. (Everyman’s Library) 

In 1777 the London booksellers decided to publish a uniform edition of the works 

of fifty-two English poets of the seventeenth and the eighteenth century. They 

asked Johnson, as the greatest literary authority of his time, to write a short 
biographical preface to each poet. To Johnson it was a congenial task which appealed 
to his learning, human interests and views on life and literature generally. The 
short Lives grew beyond their intended scope and, since their independent publication 
in 1781, have become, as they are seen in the present volumes, one of the greatest 
classics in English literary criticism. The able introduction deals with Johnson’s 
critical standards and methods, and his prejudices. No student of English literature 
should neglect Johnson’s Lives. (928-21) 


Europe 

PIO NONO. A Study in European Politics and Religion in the Nineteenth 
Century. E. E. Y. Hales. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 25s. 1954. 23 cm. 352 pages. 
9 illustrations (including frontispiece map). Bibliography. Index. 


A learned and discerning contribution to the study of the political and religious 
history of the nineteenth century. In an important sense, as the author shows, 
Pius IX was the central figure of his age, and the stage of his misfortunes drew the 
eyes of the world. He restored the Catholic hierarchy to England, defined papal 
infallibility, issued the syllabus of errors, lost the papal state and became a prisoner 
in the Vatican. It is here contended that he will be judged at the bar of history not 
as a petty Italian prince but as the opponent of the belief in inevitable progress, 
the authority of majorities and the omnicompetence of the state. Although his zeal 
for Catholic freedom kindled widespread hatred of the Papacy, we are reminded 
that he was, in short, the creator of the modern papacy. (940-28) 


World War Il 

THE MEDITERRANEAN AND MIDDLE EAST. Vol. L The Early 
Successes against Italy (to May 1941). Major-General I. S. O. Playfair with 
Commander G. M. S. Stitt, Brigadier C. J. C. Molony and Air Vice-Marshal 
S. E. Toomer. H.M. Stationery Office, 35s. 1954. 254m. 532 pages. 44 photo- 
graphs. 30 maps and diagrams. Index. (History of the Second World War: United 
Kingdom Military Series) 

This is the first of six volumes covering the war in Mediterranean and Middle East. 

It opens with a brief survey of international events between the wars, and of Franco- 

British plans and preparations up to June 1940, when Italy entered the war. Then 

follow accounts, written in flowing narrative, of operations in chronological 
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sequence: British naval successes; land actions on the borders of Italian East Africa; 
the extension of the campaign into Egypt and Greece, and the first British offensive 
in the Western Desert; the German entry into the air war in the Mediterranean 
and preparations in the Balkans and North Africa; and finally the British victories 
in Ethiopia. The appendices and index are supplements worthy of the excellent 
narrative of events. (940-542) 


SUNK. The Story of the Japanese Submarine Fleet, 1942-1945. Mochitsura 
Hashimoto. Translated from the Japanese by E. H. M. Colegrave. Cassell, 153. 
1954. 21 cm. 230 pages. 4 plates. 3 diagrams. 2 maps. 

Very little has. been published on the activities of the Japanese forces in World 

War II, so a record such as this is welcome, though it is a pity that the writing seldom 

rises above the level of an official report. The officer who was in command of 

Japanese submarines during hostilities describes in detail (assisted by personal accounts 

by his ex-commanders) the successes and failures of these craft. All these enemy 

submarines were destroyed by Allied surface forces or aircraft before they caused 
any significant damage to shipping, and it is clear from this history that the main 
causes for this lack of success were poor technical knowledge and training and 
shortage of essential equipment, such as radar. (940°5451) 


THE ROYAL NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE. Vol. I. Administration. 
J. L. S. Coulter. H.M. Stationery Office, 50s. 1954. 244 cm. $28 pages. 13 photo- 
graphs. Tables. Index. (History of the Second World War: United Kingdom Medical 
Series) 

This official record of the Service’s achievements opens with a survey of pre-war 

years and such basic problems as those concerning personnel and central administra- 

tion. It describes the conditions and duties of the nursing services, medical aspects of 
recruiting, medical transport, stores and equipment, and special activities such as 
the work of hospital ships, the medical problems of the Naval Air Arm and the 

Dental Branch. Most important sections are those devoted to the development 

of the hospital services and the more important naval medical establishments. 

Designed as an historical record, this factual account should also prove valuable to 

workers in naval medicine and hygiene. (940-547) 


SWIFTLY THEY STRUCK. The Story of No. 4 Commando. Murdoch C. 

McDougall. Odhams Press, 128.6d. 1954. 21¢ cm. 208 pages. 23 illustrations. 3 maps. 
The author joined No. 4 Commando soon after the Dieppe raid in 1942 and his 
story concerns training for D-Day and the initial landing in France when No. 4 
forced the beaches at Ouistreham and neutralised the stubborn local German 
defences. Losses were heavy but they fought forward to link with the 6th Airborne 
Division after bridging the Caen Canal and River Orme. At the end of June the 
Commando moved to Breville, a particularly active locality. In November No. 4 
led the successful amphibious assault on Flushing, their final major operation of the 
war. A thrilling story, simply and modestly told. (940-548) 


Britain 

BRITAIN. An Official Handbook. Central Office of Information. H.M. Stationery 
Office, tos. cloth (U.S.A. and Canada $2); 6s. paper (not available in the U.K. or 
U.S.A.). 1954. 244 cm. 342 pages. 29 tables. 6 maps. Bibliography. Index. 

The first official handbook on these lines appeared in 1946 as part of the British 

information services overseas. The demand was such that four further editions were 
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issued. The work has now been made more generally available, and will be a useful 
addition to the library of anybody interested in the government, economic conditions 
and cultural life of Great Britain. A section on the physical and demographic back- 
grounds of the British Isles is followed by others on: Government and Adminis- 
tration; Defence; The National Economy; Finance; Trade; Industry; Transport 
and Communications; Labour and Management; Social Welfare; Religion, Science, 
and the Arts; Broadcasting and the Press. (942) 


STUDIES IN EARLY BRITISH HISTORY. Edited by Nora K. Chadwick. 
Cambridge University Press, 30s. 1954. 224 cm. 290 pages. Index. 


This collection of eight studies by a group of Cambridge scholars is a considerable 
contribution to early Anglo-Saxon history. They explore various problems of that 
little known fifth century, when the Romans had withdrawn from the island, while 
the Anglo-Saxon settlement had not yet been achieved. The book is a tribute to the 
memory of a great Anglo-Saxon scholar, the late Professor H. M. Chadwick, and 
the first three papers, on the end of Roman Britain, Vortigern, and the formation 
of the early British kingdoms, are posthumous publications from his pen. The other 
contributors discuss problems of a similar kind which will add greatly to our 
knowledge of a difficult period. (942-01) 


Germany 
THE ORIGINS OF PRUSSIA. F. L. Carsten. Oxford University Press, 30s. 
1954. 224 cm. 318 pages. Folding map. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 


An important contribution to German medieval history, this work is a study of the 
social organisation and the institutions of the Middle Ages out of which later 
Prussian history was to arise. The author discusses the relations between Germans 
and Slavs in the early Middle Ages, the activities of the Teutonic Knights in eastern 
Europe, the rise and decline of a free peasantry, the growth of towns, the Hanseatic 
League, the effects of the Thirty Years’ War, and the ultimate emergence of modern 
Prussia. There is no adequate treatment of such subjects available in English, althou “ 
there is a vast literature in German, and not the least of the merits of this book is t 

scholarly bibliography which will make it an indispensable guide for te do in 
this field. Essentially a scholar’s book for scholars. (943) 


GERMAN HISTORY. Some New German Views. Translated from the 
German by Herbert H. Rowen. Edited by Hans Kohn. Allen & Unwin, 18s. 
1954. 22 cm. 224 pages. Bibliography. Index. 


Professor Kohn, an American historian, has gathered into this important volume a 
representative collection of essays and studies published since 1945 by nine German 
scholars and one Swiss. They are all concerned with the revaluation of modern 
German history which is now being undertaken by German historians. This process 
of rethinking is of crucial importance, for the outcome of such enquiry and self- 
criticism will affect not Germany alone. Upon it may hang the issue whether or not 
she can become integrated into a western democratic community. Professor Kohn 
himself contributes an informed introduction in which he considers forces and 
traditions, some of them sinister, that may influence future German development, 
as well as a chapter on Rethinking Recent German History and a copious biblio- 
graphy. (943) 
294 





amar LS Leben af oe U6.lCUD UO Cn 


—wsT wT waee as & 





Czechoslovakia 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA. Harriet Wanklyn. George Philip & Son, 30s. 1954. 
22 cm. 464 pages. $9 illustrations. 77 sketch maps and diagrams. Endpaper maps. 
Tables. Chapter bibliographies and notes. Index. 


The author, geographer and historian with first-hand knowledge of Czechoslovakia, 
presents the results of much research and wide reading in this book. The three main 
sections, physical geography, history, and economic and human geography are a 
storehouse of information on this key region. Western Czechoslovakia and Slovakia 
are treated separately, with a final chapter on sub-Carpathian Ruthenia. Generalisa- 
tions on the relative importance of history and geography in the evolution of the 
modern state are carefully avoided. The interactions, and the resulting tensions, 
between Czech, Slovak, German, and Magyar are clearly brought out. There is 
some repetition, and the book would benefit from a final chapter relating the various 
themes to one another, but otherwise it is a competent treatment of a subject not 
hitherto dealt with in English. (943-7) 


France 


NAPOLEON AND THE AWAKENING OF EUROPE. F. M. H. 
Markham. English Universities Press, 7s.6d. 1954. 18cm. 192 pages. Portrait 
frontispiece. 2 maps. Genealogical table. Bibliography. Index. (Teach Yourself 
History) 


An admirable survey of the essential features of the personality and the career of 
Napoleon. He is seen as an outstanding product of the revolutionary age, failing 
eventually because his romantic ambition overcame his realistic intelligence. The 
author deals with all the campaigns and political changes that marked the stages of 
his rise and downfall. The mistakes of the Spanish policy and the Moscow campaign, 
and the much discussed religious policy, and the renewal of the war after the Treaty of 
Amiens are dealt with impartially. The author has controlled a mass of material 
and presented it in a clear narrative that should appeal to all readers. (944°05) 


Greece 

GREECE. A Political and Economic Survey 1939-1953. Bickham Sweet-Escott. 
Royal Institute of International Affairs, 18s. 1954. 224 cm. 214 pages. 2 maps. Tables. 
Bibliography. Index. 


Students of international affairs, particularly of the Middle East and Mediterranean 
regions, have long needed a post-war factual survey of Greece, and this book provides 
it. The author gives full credit to the several excellent works that have appeared 
on the war and the Civil War in his bibliography; but his is the first volume published 
in Britain to give in the round the present situation in Greece, both political and 
economic. There is also a chapter on Cyprus. Mr. Sweet-Escott, who is a banker, 
served from 1939 to 1945 with the resistance movements in the Balkans and 
elsewhere. (949°s) 


Canada 

SAINTE-MARIE AMONG THE HURONS. Wilfrid Jury and Elsie 
McLeod Jury. Oxford University Press (Toronto, Canada), $3-00. 19$4. 23 cm. 
142 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Maps. Notes. Index. 

Iroquois Indians murdered the seventeenth century Jesuit missionaries to the Hurons. 

This book describes the excavation of their settlement on Georgian Bay, Ontario. 











From this joint enterprise of the University of Western Ontario and the Jesuit 
Order has emerged a much enlarged picture of the Mission. This is now revealed to 
include residences, chapel, barracks, carpenter and blacksmith shops, cookhouse, 
stables, cellar, and garden plus an aqueduct and canal with three locks. The digging 
based on theories carefully and correctly deduced from the slenderest clues, and the 
reconstructed buildings, are carefully described. The number of objects turned up 
is astonishing. (971-3) 


Bolivia Ecuador Paraguay 


BOLIVIA. A Land Divided. Harold Osborne, Royal Institute of International 
Affairs, 12s.6d. 1954. 21 cm. 144 pages. 4 maps. Bibliography. Index. 


ECUADOR. Country of Contrasts. Lilo Linke. Royal Institute of International 
Affairs, 138.6d. 1954. 21 cm. 173 pages. 3 maps. Bibliography. Index. 


PARAGUAY. A Riverside Nation. George Pendle. Royal Institute of International 
Affairs, 10s.6d. 1954. 21 cm. 115 pages. 2 maps. Bibliography. Index. 
Three new titles in a series in which volumes on Brazil, Chile, Colombia and Uruguay 
have already appeared. These are “background books’ intended to give the reader 
an outline of the political and economic situation in each country. Each author has 
first-hand knowledge of the country about which he writes and each supplies a 
useful bibliography for further study. Not the least interesting chapter in each book 
is the brief summary of colourful history which forms the framework for the 
present-day picture. (984) (986-6) (989-2) 


FICTION 
General 


A PASSAGE IN THE NIGHT. Sholem Asch. Translated from the Hebrew 
by Maurice Samuel. Macdonald, 15s. 1954. 20} cm. 388 pages. 


In outline this story repeats a familiar pattern—the recital of an American magnate’s 
rise from poverty to riches—but the outline is filled in with so much detail that the 
book becomes much more than a conventional entertainment. The magnate is a 
Jew and his progress involves defection from Jewish orthodoxy; furthermore, he 
suffers from guilt occasioned by dishonesty committed for the sake of his career. 
The result is a wish for atonement that ends in a legal clash with his son and a period 
of confinement in a mental home. The author’s faith in the triumph of the spirit 
over materialism, and his plea for religious tolerance, cannot fail to move the reader. 


GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN. James Baldwin. Michael Joseph, 
12s.6d. 1954. 21 cm. 256 pages. 


The work of a young American negro, this first novel could be described as a prose 
poem if that were not a somewhat doubtful compliment. It consists almost entirely 
of an account of a negro boy’s state of mind before his conversion to the faith of his 
Christian church in Harlem. Information essential to the understanding of the boy’s 
character and feelings is conveyed by ‘flashbacks’ of his childhood and of family 
scenes in the Deep South. The writing is powerful, but controlled, and at times 
soars to an exalted lyricism that makes this a deeply stirring book. 
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THE LONG SHIPS. A Saga of the Viking Age. Frans G. Bengtsson. Translated 
from the Swedish by Michael Meyer. Collins, 15s. 1954. 204m. $12 pages. 
3 endpaper maps. 


Much in this remarkable novel recalls the ancient sagas—the summary descriptions, 
the rapid succession of incidents, the almost casual acceptance of life and death, 
love and lust, in any guise, however violent. But this is no laboured reconstruction, 
it is an engrossing story which sweeps the reader away at once into that barbaric 
northern world of a thousand years ago. The hero, a Viking leader, harries the coasts 
of northern Europe, fights in England and in Spain, and sails down the Dnieper to 
bring back a great store of Bulgar gold. His adventures abroad, and the hardly less 
dangerous interludes of life at home, are related with gusto and imaginative 
understanding, and the translation is very well done. 


THE CITY AND THE WAVE. Jon Godden. Michael Joseph, 10s.6d. 1954. 
19 cm. 224 pages. 


Miss Godden has written before of India. By sheer eloquence of style she here evokes 
an atmosphere of place at once hauntingly realistic and symbolic: the city—hybrid, 
tragically over-populated, miasmal—lies on a river bank ninety miles from the 
Bay of Bengal. Seen through the eyes of Len Chase—a humble and solitary Anglo- 
Indian clerk—it is a congested place ripe for destruction, where life is the final irony. 
He accepts the prophecy of a Bengali astrologer that a tidal wave will engulf the 
city, and for himself, the young wife he barely chose to marry and the coming 
child he does not want, welcomes the idea of death. But the wave that breaks over 
him brings a revelation more profound. Here is a story, in which the incredible is 
made dramatically plausible, invested with a melancholy and poetic beauty. 


THE OTHER LANDSCAPE. Neil M. Gunn. Faber, 12s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 
318 pages. 

The quest for the ‘other landscape’, the inner meaning that lies beyond the physical 
world of appearances, is pursued with particular intensity in this story of an attempt 
to trace the origin of a peculiar manuscript submitted to a literary magazine. Here 
the characters and events are seen only in relation to this pursuit of the unseen which 
generates its own all-pervading atmosphere of tragedy and mystery. At times the 
reader may be at a loss to distinguish between reality and symbolism, but if he 
perseveres he will be rewarded by the powerful impact of a strange and dramatic 
tale into which the author has fortunately infused an element of comic relief. But 
for that the tension would be unbearable. 


FOLLY FARM. C. E. M. Joad. Faber, 9s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 172 pages. 


This lively novelette in the style of Thomas Love Peacock contains no hint that its 
author was on his deathbed. In the guise of his hero, Mr. Longpast, the popular 
philosopher expounds his ideas on English food, modern women, the spoliation of 
the countryside, the drabness of the Welfare State and a variety of other controversial 
themes, with all the old vigour and acuteness. Joad was a temperamental radical 
and yet a lover of tradition, a brilliant talker in an age without conversation, an 
academic philosopher whose works were read largely outside the university. This 
is his provocative Swan Song. 
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AN IMPOSSIBLE MARRIAGE. Pamela Hansford Johnson. Macmillan, 
12s.6d. 1954. 194 cm. 350 pages. 


Miss Hansford Johnson is a very competent storyteller, with a flair for depicting the 
minutiae of environment and of the types it produces. Here she presents, faultlessly, 
a group of suburban young people in Clapham in the 1920s. Her heroine tells her 
own story in retrospect—her life as a shorthand typist, her literary aspirations, her 
callow admirers and finally her marriage to a man much older than herself. The 
husband—at times cringingly in need, physically and morally, of his young wife, 
but for the most part domineering, insensitive and quarrelsome—is seen, pathetically, 
through the eyes of a girl who is not sophisticated enough to deal with ‘difficult’ 
men. This is a carefully considered and honest study of human relations gone awry. 


CHRIST RECRUCIFIED. Nikos Kazantzakis. Translated from the Greek 
by Jonathan Griffin. Bruno Cassirer, distributed by Faber, 15s. 1954. 21$cm. 
470 pages. 

Nikos Kazantzakis’s Zorba the Greek was notable for what Sir George Robey has 
called ‘honest vulgarity’—this gave it great authenticity and vitality. M. Kazantzakis 
has not been deterred by the gravity of his theme from being equally vitally vulgar 
in this book. Set in a Greek village under Turkish domination, it describes events 
that take place following the choice of certain peasants to represent Christ and His 
apostles in an Easter mystery play. Inspired with holy zeal by the example of the 
Saviour and His disciples, they become champions of the poor and oppressed, 
engaging in guerilla ‘warfare’ on behalf of a wandering band of dispossessed men 
and women secking hospitality in the actors’ hostile village. Parallels with the Gospel 
story are clear but discreet; the book stands definitely for a militant interpretation 
of Christianity and glowers with a lusty indignation against those who despoil the 
human inheritance. 


THE FLAW IN THE CRYSTAL. Godfrey Smith. Gollancz, 10s.6d. 1954. 
19 cm. 224 pages. 


To call this ‘a spy story’ would be to do less than justice to an original and most 
intelligent first novel. Its theme is, nevertheless, ‘the flaw in the crystal of modern 
loyalty’. It is narrated by a young official in Intelligence; he is detailed to investigate 
the character of Graham Several, and is told that his report may influence a decision 
whether or not to send this man on an important secret mission. The climate of 
post-war London—of littérateurs, business men, journalists and politicians—is surely 
conveyed, and Meredith’s growing insight into the enigmatic personality of Several 
—a company director, enormously able, cultivated, and possessed of an endearing 
charm—is the theme of a most beguiling study, with an extremely cynical and 
surprising twist at the end of it. 


THE ROGUE FROM PADUA. Jay Williams. Macdonald, 12s.6d. 1954. 
203 cm. 286 pages. 

An extremely well-told, picaresque tale of adventure and romance, bound up with 

the events of the Peasants’ War in the Germany of the early days of the Reformation. 

The story is closely integrated with its period, which the author has brought to life 

by a well-balanced combination of study and imagination. 
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Reprints 


TALES OF SUSPENSE. Wilkie Collins. Edited with an introduction by 
Robert Ashley and Herbert van Thal. Folio Society, 18s. 1954. 224 cm. 264 pages. 
Double title-page and 8 illustrations from lithographs in colour by Anne Scott. 


The author of The Moonstone and The Woman in White wrote many short stories 
dealing with crime and supernatural happenings, and the best of them are not nearly 
so well known as they deserve to be. This new selection, beautifully produced and 
illustrated, is therefore very welcome. It contains not only A Terribly Strange Bed, 
The Dream-Woman and ‘Blow up with the Brig!’ but seven other good stories which 
will be new to the great majority of readers, 


MR. MIDSHIPMAN EASY. Captain Marryat. Introduction by Oliver 
Warner. Reprint. Dent, 6s. 1954. 19 cm. 416 pages. (Everyman’s Library) 


Frederick Marryat (1792-1848), who served in the Navy from 1806 till he left the 
sea as a post-captain, in 1830, wrote many sea stories, of which Mr. Midshipman 
Easy is one of the best. Jack Easy enters the Navy as a midshipman, imbued with his 
father’s egalitarian ideas, and has many adventures while he is being disabused of 
these theories. Marryat shows that he is concerned with the treatment of young 
officers, but this purpose does not interfere with a story that will always keep its 
freshness. 


A MAINSAIL HAUL. John Masefield. 3rd edition. Hart-Davis, 8s.6d. 1954. 
19cm. 174 pages. (Mariners Library) 


First published in 1905, revised and enlarged in 1913, this book is now reissued 
with the addition of two more formal pieces: Some Famous Wrecks and On Moon 
Sails. It is an apt reminder, if any were needed, that the Poet Laureate was a sailor 
before he became a writer, for it consists of sailors’ ‘yarns’ and short stories about 
the sea, stories of pirates, galleons, a little monkey which refused to talk, and how the 
devil served before the mast on a teaclipper. The best of them have a poetic fancy 
and raciness which are quite delightful. 


MISS PYM DISPOSES. Josephine Tey. Reprint. Peter Davies, 9s.6d. 1954. 
19 cm. 254 pages. 


Miss Pym goes to lecture at a famous college which trains girls to become physical 
training instructors, and is so delighted and interested in the place that she stays on 
to enjoy it, until the death of a senior student presents her with a startling problem 
in detection. The book is outstanding in its own kind, combining lightness of touch 
and a lively sense of humour with much skill in the creation of character and 
atmosphere. Miss Elizabeth Mackintosh, who died in 1952, made two reputations. 
As ‘Gordon Daviot’ she wrote Richard of Bordeaux and other plays; as ‘Josephine 
Tey’, some excellent detective novels. 


THE CUSTOM OF THE COUNTRY. Edith Wharton. Introductory note 

by Francis Wyndham. New edition. Lehmann, 12s.6d. 1954. 20} cm. 384 pages. 
Although Mrs. Wharton’s long career ended only just before the war, the charac- 
teristic flavour of her writing is Edwardian. The present novel is one of her most 
mature and deals with a classic theme of modern American fiction, the marriage 
between the New World and the Old, symbolised in the alliance between an 
American heroine of immense ambition and vitality and an ancestor-conscious 
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French nobleman. In this world where financial power and social distinction count 
for so much, the author moves with complete assurance. Undine Spragg, the central 
figure, is among Mrs. Wharton’s finest creations, rrbanely but remorselessly 
observed. 


BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 

Fiction 

THE DEVIL DIVER. Frank Crisp. Bodley Head, 8s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 176 pages. 
Although the theme of this story for boys from thirteen onwards is hackneyed 
enough—the search for hidden treasure by rival parties—Mr. Crisp writes briskly 
and vividly and has provided much interesting background detail about deep-sea 
diving and the Malayan waters which are the scene of the varied adventures that 
befall young Nick Masters, one of the crew of a salvage vessel. In the course of 
salvage operations the Captain is led to investigate the legend—hedged about with 
superstition—of a two hundred years’ old hoard on the coast of Labuan, and the 
author has contrived a surprise for everyone at the end of the trail. 


Non-Fiction 
YOUR GARDENING BOOK. Cyril Cowell. Faber, 5s.6d. 1954. 214 cm. 
72 pages. Drawings by the author. Index. 

Simply written and clearly illustrated, this book is designed to start the young 
gardener (from ten years of age) on the right lines. From it he can learn, among 
other things, how the soil is formed, and how plants grow; the right tools and 
how to use them; how to identify and control weeds ane ct pests; what flowers 
and vegetables are likely to prosper in a child’s garden, and how to secure fine 
blooms and healthy crops whe Yy a small initial outlay. 


JUDY’S AND ANDREW’S BOOK OF BEES. Muriel Goaman. Faber, 
6s.6d. 1954. 214. cm. 40 pages. 24 drawings by Hazel Cook. 

This book tells simply and shortly about what goes on inside a bee hive and how 
bees are managed. Children from seven to eleven will find most of the queries which 
occur to them answered here in language that is plain but not oversimplified. First 
the different bee castes are described, then the lie cycle is followed through, and 
finally the arrangement and construction of the hive is illustrated to show how the 
honey is accumulated and finally removed and extracted. 


THE STORY OF JESUS. Told for Young People. Augustus Muir. Odhams 
Press, 128.6d. 1954. 254m. 128 pages. 9 colour plates and numerous black- 
and-white illustrations by Eric Winter and Eric Wade. 

The author has achieved a notable success in writing the story of Jesus for children 
of eight to twelve years. The simple language, the lively mode of presentation, the 
fidelity to the main features of the Gospels, the imaginative touches and local colour 
combine to produce a singularly impressive narrative which will appeal not only 
to this age group but to senior readers and particularly to parents and teachers. The 
illustrations enhance the value of an admirable production. 


THE WONDER WORLD OF THE SEASHORE. Marie Neurath. 
Parrish, 7s.6d. cloth; 6s. boards. 1954. 214 cm. 36 pages. Numerous illustrations 
in colour and black and white. 


A most absorbing account of some of the strange creatures that inhabit the seashore 
—the heart urchin, worms that look like flowers, the pipe fish, the sea-squirt that 
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forgets how to swim, the cotton spinner, the starfish that can grow a new arm if it 
loses one, and others equally fascinating. Clearly written and as clearly illustrated, 
the book will delight any young child with an enquiring mind. 


HOW I BECAME A BALLET DANCER. Peggy van Praagh. Nelson, 5s. 
19$4. 184.cm. 110 pages. 8 photographs. (Enterprise Library) 


Miss van Praagh, who regretfully gave up her own stage career to become ballet 
mistress to Sadler’s Wells Theatre Ballet, narrates with beautiful simplicity, candour 
and precision her very wide experiences as student, teacher and dancer. She tells 
her story primarily to help children decide whether they can attempt a career in 
ballet and she minimises nothing of the trials before them, nor of the intelligence, 
discipline and persistence in hard work demanded of them. Anyone interested in the 
rise and progress of the twentieth century ballet renaissance in England will value 
Part I, her autobiographical narrative; children over ten and their parents will find 
in Part II the best and fullest advice possible on beginning and pursuing a ballet 
dancer’s career in Britain. 


CASTLES AND FORTRESSES. R. R. Sellman. Methuen, 8s.6d. 1954. 
21$cm. 80 pages. Illustrations by S. E. Ellacott. Diagrams and maps by the 
author. Glossary. Bibliography. Index. (Methuen’s Outlines) 


Intended to cater for the needs of intelligent children in their teens, this book gives 
a simple, adequate account of fortifications in the west from prehistoric times to 
the Maginot forts of recent memory. A list of surviving castles in England and a 
time chart are included. 





CORRECTION 


The price of Bakery Materials and Methods (Maclaren & Sons) is 32s.6d. not 22s.6d. 
as stated in the review in the February issue. 
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The Bach Family 


KARL GEIRINGER. In describing the 
fascinating phenomenon of this great family 
the author gives a history of musical thought 
in the last three hundred years. 
Illustrated. About 42s. 


Literature and Science 


B. FOR EVANS. This volume discusses 
historically the relationship between science 
and literature and between scientists and 
men of letters from the Renaissance onwards. 

About 8s. 6d. 


A Personal Jesus 
Portrait and Interpretation 


UPTON SINCLAIR. *. . . I am also con- 
vinced that the book in its honest and 
understanding critical attitude toward the 
officially-accepted texts is of high educa- 
tional value.’—From a letter by Einstein. 

A bout 15s. 


Dangerous River 


R. M. PATTERSON gives a colourful 
picture of the hazards of summer and winter 
travel in the wilderness of Arctic Canada. 

Illustrated. About 1s. 


Iran 


RICHARD N. FRYE brings to this intro- 
duction to Iran a writer’s talent, a historian’s 
accuracy, and an eye for colour. The result 
is a fascinating, accurate portrait of a vital 
area in the cold war. About 8s.6d. 


The Rural Muse 


RAYNER UNWIN. This first study of 
the attempts in verse of the English land- 
worker touches on aspects of the work of 
Thomson, Crabbe, Bowes and a host of 
famous and neglected poets. About 15s. 


Language as Gesture 


R. P. BLACKMUR. This volume of 
essays in poetry makes available for the first 
time in one volume a body of work of 
literary criticism distinguished for its 
seriousness, rigour, and imaginative 
brilliance. About 255. 


The Evolution of an 
Insect Society 


DEREK WRAGGE MORLEY’S story 
of a commune of British Wood Ants 
suggests that new methods of studying the 
behaviour of human society might prove 
rewarding. Illustrated. About 255. 


Flight from Dakar 


EILIV HAUGE and VERA HARTMAN. 
The story of the thrilling escape of the 
Norwegian ship Lidvard from the control of 
Vichy France. Illustrated. About 12s.6d. 


Nine Man-Eaters and 
One Rogue 


KENNETH S. ANDERSON gives a 
simple, direct and realistic account of man 
pitting his life against the beast’s in his 
pursuit of the man-eating tiger in the jungle. 

Illustrated. About 12s.6d. 
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